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Uber, the popular ride-sharing 
application, has been in a long-term 
battle with city council to be accept-
ed as a legal business in London.

Eighteen months ago, Uber 
moved its services into London with 
little care for the taxi by-laws that the 
city has in place. They have been in 
a battle with city council for the du-
ration of their stay in London as they 
try to convince city council that their 
service should be allowed to operate 
legally as is. 

City council has a different stance 
on the subject; won by a narrow vote 
of 7-6, city council has approved 
to create a by-law that requires all 
Uber drivers to install cameras in 

their vehicles in order to be able 
to legally operate in London. The 
by-law will be reviewed later this 
week. If the by-law is approved, 
London will be the first city in the 
world to require the ride sharing app 
to install cameras in their vehicles.  
Uber has no intention to pay for the 
installation of cameras for every one 
of its London drivers. As a response 
to the decision, Uber has issued a 
statement to the London city coun-
cil threatening to leave the London 
market if the by-laws are put into 
motion. 

Also, as an effort to gain public 
support, Uber is asking London cit-
izens to sign a petition to help de-
ter the decision the city council has 
made. 

Uber has historically kept their 
word when threatening to leave cer-

tain markets. In December 2015, 
Uber suspended its services in Cal-
gary when a judge ruled that they 
were not allowed to operate legally 
until they meet safety, insurance and 
regulatory requirements imposed by 
the city council.

An Uber driver, who prefers to 
remain anonymous, is worried about 
the future of the popular application.

“I think that for a lot of casual 
drivers like me, who only drive about 
one day a week, [installing cameras] 
might be enough for us to not drive 
anymore if the cost ends up on us,” 
they said. “I’m all about safety, and 
I’ve actually been looking for a dash 
cam for myself, but if it’s a special-
ized piece of equipment I have to pay 
for, then suddenly a weekend hobby 
turns into a big expense.”

Uber has also expressed their feel-

ings about having to pay for the costs 
of the cameras for the more than 
1,000 drivers in the Forest City. In a 
quote taken from CBC News, Susie 
Heath, the spokesperson for Uber 
Canada, shed some insight on why 
Uber doesn’t want to pay the costs of 
cameras for its drivers. 

“Drivers typically [drive for us] 
on a short-term basis,” Health said, 
adding that drivers typically drive a 
few days a week or month. “As a re-
sult of this flexibility, it wouldn’t be 
practical for us to provide them with 
physical assets that would have to be 
delivered or returned when drivers . . 
. came off the platform.”

Uber has long been questioned 
about the safety of its service, which 
sparked the debate of installing the 
cameras in Uber vehicles. Last year 
in late December, a 41-year-old Uber 

driver named Islam Soliman had 
been charged with sexual assault on 
a 21-year-old woman, while she was 
using the popular ride sharing app. 
This is just one of the cases of sexual 
assault that occurred in an Uber.  

Jeremy Kelso, a business student 
at Fanshawe College, shared his 
opinion on the subject.

“I would have to say I think [the 
cameras are] in the best interest of 
both the driver and the passengers, 
it offers a little bit more security for 
those in the car, and in the worst case 
scenario it offers proof of what hap-
pened rather than just a he said she 
said type of problem.” 

With all the new decisions being 
made about the ride-sharing tech 
giant, there is one thing for certain: 
Uber is caught in the camera eye 
once again.

Uber caught in the camera eye again
CHRISTOPHER WALKER
INTERROBANG

MELISSA NOVACASKA 
INTERROBANG

The London Police Service (LPS) 
is restructuring the way in which of-
ficers deal with cases of sexual vio-
lence, after a recent Globe and Mail 
article discovered London has one 
of the highest number of unfounded 
case rates of the 25 largest police 
communities in the country.

The article published Feb. 3, ti-
tled Unfounded: Why Police Dis-
miss 1 in 5 Sexual Assault Claims 
as Baseless, was a 20 month inves-
tigation piece that looked into the 
concept of unfounded case rates, 
which are cases that have been 
dismissed due to either mistaken 
reports or baseless information for 
example.

The article, which looked statis-
tics and cases from 2010 to 2014 
suggests that unfounded cases give 
off the idea that police typically do 

not believe the victims of sexual 
assault.

According to the article, in Lon-
don’s case, there were roughly 30 
per cent of unfounded cases from 
the five-year time frame, which 
means that roughly 690 out of 2,278 
cases were dismissed. This equates 
to roughly one third of the city’s 
population.

Now that the news and numbers 
are out, the LPS is making an effort 
to re-evaluate the way in which it 
deals with sexual violence cases.

According to a Feb. 4 press re-
lease from the LPS, Chief John Pare 
announced there would be consul-
tations to discuss a new partnership 
between the LPS and community 
partners, which came out a few 
days later.

The release stated that the part-
nership would help review and look 
at the way in which the LPS deals 
with cases of sexual violence in-
cluding the way in which they care 

categorized and cleared, along with 
the examination of training tech-
niques that investigators received, 
how this can be improved and find-
ing ways which police can better 
respond to the needs of victims.

“The London Police Service is 
committed to providing the best 
service possible in response to vic-
tims of crime and this review will 
assist us in maintaining the confi-
dence and trust of the community.  
Through this review we want to 
look at our current practices and de-
velop better practices,” Chief Pare 
said. 

In a Feb. 6 LPS press release, 
Pare said after reading and hearing 
the criticisms of the LPS’ work on 
sexual violence cases, he felt for the 
victims.

“My thoughts turned to the  vic-
tims of sexual violence that our of-
ficers come into contact with each 
and every year and how their lives 
have been impacted not only by the 

crimes committed against them but 
by their experiences with police 
and the larger criminal justice sys-
tem.  It was with those victims in 
mind that I implemented the full re-
view of the London Police Service 
practices regarding sexual violence 
investigations.  And it is with those 
victims in mind that I would like 
to apologize to any victims whose 
experiences left them feeling that 
they were not supported or that may 
have eroded their trust in this police 
service in any way.  Because, we 
are human beings, because we are 
not perfect, there is always room for 
improvement,” Pare said.

After moving quickly, the LPS 
was able to release a Feb.7 state-
ment of some implemented changes 
to the handling of such cases.

The Victims Services of Mid-
dlesex-London (VSML) is in a 
new partnership with the LPS, to 
“strengthen supports for victims 
and survivors of crime and tragic 
circumstance in the city of Lon-
don,” the release said.

Effective immediately, the part-
nership will allow VSML to reach 
out to the city of London, with a 
new central office that will be lo-
cated right in the LPS headquarters 
on Dundas, the release said.

According to the release, the new 
program will work with different 
units of LPS, but it is expected that 
over 7,000 victims will be served 
annually.

“The London Police Service 
looks forward to working collabora-
tively with Victim Services Middle-
sex-London to strengthen supports 
and services to victims of crime and 
tragedy in our communities. We 
would like to thank the government 
of Ontario for their support of this 
partnership,” Pare said.

According to the press release, 
the partnership will be an enhance-
ment to the services that are current-
ly being presented by the London 
Police Service’s Crisis Intervention 
Support Unit (CIVSU). 

Victim Services funding is pri-
marily provided by the Ontario 
government, Ministry of the Attor-
ney General and Victim Crisis As-
sistance Ontario (VCAO).

“We would like to thank the gov-
ernment of Ontario and London 
Police Services for supporting our 
work on this project,” board chair 
Kim Gibson said. “This partner-
ship will create a responsive Victim 
Support Team and extend support 

to victims throughout our commu-
nity”

Fanshawe’s sexual violence pre-
vention advisor Leah Marshall said 
though this is a heavy topic, she is 
excited that it is “really great” at-
tention.

“I think the main thing we want 
to touch on is that we’ve heard from 
students obviously that they’ve had 
similar experiences and it’s really 
important that their voices and ex-
periences help inform future prac-
tices,” Marshall said.

Marshall mentioned she realizes 
that we live in a society where mes-
sages of consent and rape culture 
are perpetuated and there are myths 
that negatively impact survivors.

“It’s really important for us to 
challenge those stereotypes and 
myths that still permeate conver-
sations around sexual violence and 
support students in knowing that 
they have options available to them 
but also that those options are going 
to be trauma informed,” Marshall 
said.

In terms of Fanshawe’s cases of 
sexual violence, a November 2016 
article pointed out that in 2015 and 
2016 year, 10 sexual violence cases 
were reported to security and then 
police, however that number is 
much higher. Marshall was quoted 
as saying that at least 45 cases have 
come her way, which doesn’t in-
clude those dealt with in the coun-
selling services department. The 
number has now grown since that 
stat was taken.

Marshall said the fact that the 
LPS will be restructuring their 
practice of handling cases of sexual 
violence is a step in changing the 
cultural shift in society.

Marshall said that with this being 
an issue brought forward with sta-
tistics and such, it’s something that 
really can’t be ignored.

“I would say we are in the very 
early stages of this being released, 
but we look forward to kind of a 
closer examination of practices and 
the changes and training that will 
hopefully take place, or continue 
with the greater focus because these 
issues now have been brought for-
ward on a national level.”

Marshall said Fanshawe is al-
ready implementing trauma train-
ing with several service areas to 
better support survivors, as well 
as continue to initiate the college’s 
prevention and response initiatives 
and education projects.

London Police Service restructuring 
investigations into sexual violence cases

CREDIT: MOODBOARD  ON THINKSTOCK
London Police Service worked quickly to restructure the way it deals with cases of sexual violence, after a recent Globe and Mail 
article revealed London has roughly a 30 per cent rate of unfounded cases.
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Full-time international student 
enrollment at Fanshawe nearly dou-
bled from 2,007 in 2015 to 3,446 in 
2016. Although international stu-
dents enjoy studying at Fanshawe, 
they say that U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s 2016 election is unrelated 
to the increase. 

Mukesh Singh is in his first se-
mester of the professional financial 
services program at Fanshawe, and 
he came to Canada from India in 
December 2016. He praised Fans-
hawe for their “strong academics” 
and high employment rate. 

“Canada is far too different from 
[the] United States,” Singh said. 
“They accept immigrants from all 
over the world.” 

Kiran Jhitkur, an office administ-
ration executive student from India, 
arrived in Canada in January 2017. 
“The atmosphere here, the surroun-

dings are really good and all of the 
facilities here, which helps the stu-
dents very much,” she said when 
asked why she thinks more students 
from around the world are choosing 
Fanshawe. 

Pavel Bondarenko, a computer 
programmer analyst student from 
Russia, said that he knows there 
are students from India, China and 
Ukraine who come to Fanshawe to 
study. “Maybe [it’s] because Fans-
hawe [is] one of the colleges [that] 
offers real skills,” he said.

Bondarenko, who has been in 
Canada for about six months, ad-
ding that he decided to attend Fans-
hawe after he attended an internati-
onal studies fair in Russia and heard 
about the program he’s enrolled in. 
“I think it’s the best set of classes 
that I need for my future.” 

Xinyue “Joy” Lu is in her final 
semester of the law clerk program 
at Fanshawe, and has been in Ca-
nada for three years. She is from 
China, and loves living in Canada. 

“First, Canada is a safe place. It’s 
a great country [with] nice people,” 
Lu said. 

Wendy Curtis, the executive di-
rector for the International Centre at 
the college, said that there are many 
reasons why Fanshawe’s internati-
onal student enrollment has increa-
sed. She said according to results 
from i-graduate, a market research 
company surveying student feed-
back from around the world, “93 
per cent of international students 
are satisfied or very satisfied with 
expert faculty, quality of lectures, 
learning support [and] teaching abi-
lity of faculty.”

Curtis said other reasons for the 
increase include an on-campus re-
presentation of 77 countries. She 
also said it could be due to that new 
post-graduate programs at the col-
lege, such as construction project 
management, health systems ma-
nagement, electronics and enabled 
systems and practical elements of 
mechanical engineering. 

“The primary reason was excep-
tional visa approval rates which 
fueled growth from all countries, 
and most especially India,” Curtis 
explained. “A favourable increase 
in the number of visas generated 
significant growth from all markets 
where Fanshawe is represented.” 

Curtis said some programs are 
seeing a jump in visa approval rates 
from 60 per cent to 80 per cent in 
the past year. 

She added that more internati-
onal students find Canada an ap-
pealing place to study. Curtis said 
that the Canadian Bureau for Inter-
national Education’s (CBIE) “Wor-
ld of Learning” said there was a 92 
per cent growth rate in international 
students studying in Canada from 
2008 to 2015, where there were 
353,000 students in Canada by 
2015. She added that 95 per cent of 
international students, according to 
the document, would recommend 
studying in Canada for the educa-
tional quality.

“Canada is a country that needs 
immigrants and international stu-
dent graduates have the language, 
the education and the skills to be-
come successful permanent resi-
dents,” Curtis said. “Canada is in-
credibly well regarded in the world 
and is comparatively stable and 
perceived to be more predictable in 
a world full of uncertainties.” 

Curtis added the CBIE’s Interna-
tional Student Survey said 51 per 
cent of international students intend 
to apply for permanent residence, 
and that 51 per cent of Fanshawe’s 
international students also plan to 
apply to be permanent residents. 

“This bodes well with our com-
munity because, like the majority of 
Fanshawe College alumni, they are 
determined to stay in the city with a 
career and a lifestyle that is envied 
by much of the world, and Canada 
needs the relative youth and exper-
tise to support our competitiveness 
as a nation.”

Does Fanshawe’s international student enrollment increase coincide with Trump’s presidency ?
EMILY STEWART
INTERROBANG

Over the past six months, Leah 
Marshall, the sexual violence pre-
vention advisor, and Chris Hannah, 
the student success advisor in the 
First Nations Centre, have been 
bringing the Faceless Dolls Project 
to each Fanshawe campus in hopes 
of making 600 dolls. 

They succeeded and the final 
product is breathtaking, 600 face-
less dolls each with their own 
unique design created by Fanshawe 
students.

“Through students and staff be-
ing able to sit and not only create 
the doll, but while creating the doll 
[they were able to] have conversa-
tions about how this is such an ep-
idemic in Canada and [understand] 
how this is something that needs to 
be recognized,” Marshall said. 

According to Marshall, there 
were many things they would try to 

instill in the minds of the staff and 
students while they were creating 
the dolls.

“It’s bringing that awareness 
to the issue, but also having some 
critical conversations around the in-
tersection of violence against wom-
en, racism, colonialism, all of the 
things that contribute to why this is 
such an epidemic.”

Fanshawe got permission from 
the Native Women’s Association of 
Canada (NWAC) as they started this 
initiative to create awareness of the 
1,200 missing and murdered indig-
enous women and girls in Canada. 

“[With] the Faceless Dolls Proj-
ect [we took] pre cut felt, outfits, 
dresses and hair and did workshops 
talking about the over 1,200 missing 
and murdered indigenous women in 
Canada and how these women have 
somehow become faceless victims 
of crime, yet they aren’t faceless 
victims,” Marshall said. “They are 
individuals that have been lost in 
our communities, this isn’t just a 

northern issue, this is something 
that happens locally as well.”

And bringing this initiative to the 
student body to help spread aware-
ness of the issue was exactly the 
reason why Marshall and Hannah 
did it.

According to Marshall, amongst 
the countless informative conversa-
tions she had with the students and 
staff, there was one in particular 
that stood out to her.

“The instance of speaking to a 
student that actually had a family 
member that has been murdered and 
that student took the time to create 
this doll specifically for this per-
son.” According to Marshall, this 
is a moment that will stick with her 
long after the project is complete. 

Other students gained further 
information about the issue and 
enjoyed being able to contribute to 
such an important initiative.

Fanshawe Student Union (FSU) 
president Carlie Forsythe, also con-
tributed to the initiative and made 

between four to six dolls of her 
own.

“I think it is a fantastic initia-
tive…I think it is important because 
any student who actually partici-
pated now kind of has a tie to the 
project, some kind of emotion tied 
to the project,” said Forsythe, who 
also plans on going to the gallery. 
“That in and of itself was very 
smart rather than just getting them 
shipped in.”

Even though 600 dolls have been 
successfully created, the project is 
not done yet as Marshall and Han-
nah will be hanging panels contain-
ing the 600 dolls in the Siskinds 
Gallery in H1015.

The dolls will be hanging on 
the walls from Feb. 13 to Feb. 17, 
but there will be a special event on 
Wednesday, Feb. 15.

From 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. students 
and staff will be able to hear from 
Elder and Healer Liz Akiwenzie.

“She will do a traditional open-
ing, then she will talk about em-

powerment because while this is an 
ongoing problem in Canadian soci-
ety, it is hard to dwell on the nega-
tives all the time…so she wants to 
talk about empowerment and how 
to make a positive change and how 
to rise up from these sorts of chal-
lenges,” Hannah said.

According to Hannah, there will 
also be jingle dress dancers, which 
is a traditional dance for healing 
specifically done by women in 
communities.

Both Marshall and Hannah agree 
that the event went extremely well, 
though they are hoping that the 
message fully came through to both 
staff and students. 

“These dolls only represent half 
[of the 1,200], sometimes when we 
hear a statistic, it’s hard to concep-
tualize what that means,” Marshall 
said. “They are not just a statistic, 
they are individual women that 
have had their lives taken from 
them.”

Fanshawe succeeds in creating 600 faceless dolls 

JESSICA THOMPSON
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: JESSICA THOMPSON 
The 600 faceless dolls will be on display in the Siskinds Gallery from Feb. 13 to Feb. 17.
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Due to popular demand, and a 
successful first show last semester 
Fanshawe will host its second ever 
drag show on Feb.14.

What a Drag, A Night of Illusions, 
is a collaboration project between 
the Fanshawe Student Union (FSU) 
and ProjectBE Event Productions, a 
London based LGBTQ+ communi-
ty. DJMLive/ Studio 32 production 
company will also be back to pro-
vide music for the event.

Though the possibility of a sec-
ond show was already in place even 
before the first one happened, FSU 
VP of Internal Affairs, Kevin Kaisar, 
who is behind the event, said the idea 
of it was based on the “contingent” 
of the success of the first show last 
semester, based on if people showed 
up and if they enjoyed it.

Kaisar said the first show in itself 
was a risk.

“Before the first show actually 
happened, we talked about maybe 
converting this into something a lit-
tle more regular and if people like 
it and seem to be more interested 
in coming to drag shows, then we 
could maybe look at doing one, once 
a semester,” Kaisar said.

According to Kaisar, the planning 
around the second show is a bit dif-
ferent than the first, mainly due to 

the fact that the performers and com-
pany changed from last semester.

ProjectBE Events Productions, 
who were chosen to work on the 
second show, produce shows once a 
month at Lavish Night Club in Lon-
don as well and will be putting on 
one of those shows for students at 
Fanshawe, specifically Kaisar said.

The fact that the show will be on 
Valentine’s Day, was a “cool” idea 
for Kaisar.

“The original idea was to do 
something that was more a Valen-
tine’s Day theme drag show,” Kaisar 
said. “It just felt like a good fit.”

Kaisar said it was easier to get the 
event put together, since the main 
production company and queens are 
London based, which was a reason 
Kaisar chose the company, rather 
than FSU trying to put the event on 
themselves.

“We’re also trying to support the 
local talent and business as well,” 
Kaisar said.

Queens who will be performing 
for including Lita Von Sleaze, Miss 
Afra-Tighty, Miss Taken, Bettie 
Rebel and Nico Lavender.

According to Kaisar, the audience 
can expect to have an “absolutely 
amazing time”, while at the event.

“Drag shows are always a blast. 
Expect a lot of audience interac-
tion,” Kaisar said. “You will see 
people going up on stage to dance or 
do a bit with the queens.”

Kaisar said the audience can also 
expect to see a lot of splits and death 
drops throughout the show and a 
lot of comedy, dancing and perhaps 
lip-syncing and aesthetic pageant 
queens as well.

“With every drag show, there usu-
ally is a diverse line up with some-
one who does pretty much every-
thing, so you can expect [a] really 
fantastic night out, no matter what 
you’re interested in,” Kaisar said. 
“Each queen is so completely differ-
ent because someone’s drag persona 
is a representation of themselves, it’s 
a character that each person has cre-
ated so every drag queen has a com-
pletely different performance style 
so it will be very different.”

Sierra Lampman, a third year 
Fanshawe student attended last se-
mester’s drag show, and said she will 
probably attend this one as well.

“It was a big hit last semester, 
and tons of fun. I like the change in 
environment and the inclusiveness. 
It was a great time and I got to see 
something I otherwise would have 
never seen before. I’d love it to be a 
constant event,” Lampman said.

Tickets for What a Drag, A Night 
of Illusions, are $5 in advance at 
the Biz Booth, or $10 at the door 
on the night of the event. The event 
will take place at the Out Back 
Shack. All ages with valid Fan-
shawe student card and 19+ without.

MELISSA NOVACASKA 
INTERROBANG

Second annual drag show back at Fanshawe

MELISSA NOVACASKA 
INTERROBANG

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
cancelled his plans of introduc-
ing an electoral reform system to 
the Canadian political landscape, 
something that was a main cam-
paign promise from the liberals in 
the October 2015 federal election.

The current voting system, the 
first-past-the-post system allows for 
a party to potentially win a majority 
of the seats in parliament, without 
winning a majority government. 

Trudeau promised to fix the cur-
rent system, which would make it 
fairer and more realistic, propor-
tional voter representation.

However that was not the case, 
as he announced on Feb. 1, through 
the newly appointed Minister of 
Democratic Institutions, Karina 
Gould.

Fanshawe political science pro-
fessor, Matt Farrell, pointed out that 

this specific promise was made by 
a candidate who wasn’t necessarily 
expected to win and was therefore 
possibly envisioning a “best-case” 
of becoming the leader of the oppo-
sition party.

“This is the type of issue oppo-
sition parties love,” Farrell said. 
“They can rail against the system 
being unfair.”

According to Farrell, once 
Trudeau did win the election, he 
perhaps saw the system and figured 
it wasn’t so bad, since it gave him 
his new position and didn’t need to 
immediately put a change to it.

With no change as of yet, Cana-
dians will have to continue dealing 
with the first-past-the-post system a 
little bit longer, though Farrell does 
not see this as a major concern for 
most Canadians.

“I don’t think there’s a huge ap-
petite for change, at least until it 
catches on in some of the provinces. 
The provinces tend to be incubators 
for big changes, if something works 

for the provinces, then there’s a bet-
ter chance of it catching on at the 
national level,” Farrell said.

According to Farrell, electoral 
reform is an “obscure policy issue” 
that the average Canadian doesn’t 
resonate with, but rather only the 
super engaged or highly educated 
people understand the mechanics of 
elections.

However, Farrell said it’s not out 
of character for Trudeau to break 
such a promise, since politicians 
do so all the time and it’s easier to 
say something rather than following 
through with it.

“It just boils down to the differ-
ences between campaigning and 
governing. Governing is hard,” 
Farrell said. “Once Trudeau real-
ized that the committee was going 
in a different direction, by recom-
mending a different system, then it 
became politically expedient to pull 
the plug.”

According to Farrell, the timing 
of thinking of an electoral reform 
was a challenge as well, and if 
electoral reform was something to 
include in parliament, it could have 
been done before the election by 
simply introducing and passing a 
bill. However, with the liberals win-
ning, Farrell said the party perhaps 
didn’t see a need to change it after 
all, especially considering it would 
benefit other parties.

“I suspect the lengthy process of 
consultations and committee work 
was a deliberate ploy to run out the 
clock,” Farrell said.

Though this was a major prom-
ise in Trudeau’s campaign, Farrell 
stated there would have to be a sig-
nificant reason for the prime minis-
ter to feel pressured to respond on 
his decision and possibly “reverse 
course” and right now there are oth-
er aspects to focus on such as trade.

“Especially given President 
Trump’s pledge to renegotiate 
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA). That will be much 
higher on the agenda, although the 
opposition will try their best to keep 
the attention on electoral reform.”

Trudeau breaks promise of electoral reform 

CREDIT: MELISSA NOVACASKA
Politicians are known to break promises and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is no 
exception. Trudeau recently pulled the plug on the possibility of electoral reform, a 
key campaign and platform point he used during the October 2015 federal election.

For third year marketing student 
Rachel Thorburn, Roll Up the Rim 
season has always been a favourite. 
“It makes what would be a misera-
ble time much more pleasant.” 

This year sees the return of Can-
ada’s biggest coffee contest, with 
over $75 million in prizes available.

For Thorburn, the contest is a 
great way to spend less money on 
coffee and other treats. “The chanc-
es [of winning] seem fairly likely, 
it feels like at least one in three that 
you’re going to win something. It’s 
probably just a coffee or a dough-
nut but you’re basically buying two 
things in one.”

A Tim Hortons press release con-
firmed Canada’s excitement about 
the event. “This year’s RRRoll Up 
the Rim to Win will be bigger than 
ever with millions more prizes to 
be won,” said Sami Siddiqui, pres-
ident of Tim Hortons Canada. “The 
return of Canada’s favourite contest 
is our way of kicking off the cele-
bration of Canada’s 150th birthday, 
and be sure to stay tuned because 
it’s just the beginning.”

The contest enters its 31st year, 
making it popular with both cus-
tomers and profit margins. 

“I like taking advantage of it, but 
you could also argue that they’re 
taking advantage of you because I 
buy a lot more Tim Hortons than I 

would otherwise. It’s a great mar-
keting tactic,” Thorburn said.

But is there a smarter way to play 
the game and win? Theories sur-
round the relation between cup size 
and chance of winning. 

“I do think that it’s probably 
more likely if you buy a medium or 
a large cup because that gives them 
more money. But then it could also 
be a trick because they’re going to 
think that they’re more likely so 
then they’ll spend more money.”

Tim Hortons disproved the theo-
ry, saying the odds were one in six 
for winning a food prize no matter 
the size. For once, size doesn’t mat-
ter.

But there might be other ways 
to make your chances of winning 
more likely. 

“In first year, they opened a new 
Tim Hortons and we were pretty 
sure it was stacked. All my room-
mates won so much; it was all cof-
fee and doughnuts though. One of 
them won three times in a row, she 
had a streak going,” Thorburn said.

In fact, your area does control 
the number of prize-winning cups, 
though it officially goes a bit broad-
er than individual locations. Based 
on 2011 census by StatsCan, Ontar-
io has the highest number of prizes 
available at just over 150 million, 
though you’re competing with 
about 13 million other Ontarians, 
averaging to about 12 winning cups 
per person.

While that number may seem 
high, Eastern Canada has it the 
best. According to the same census, 
they have about 30 million winning 
cups, though because of the lower 
number of residents, it averages out 
to 14 cups per person.

If you want to play it smart and 
win as much as possible, Thorburn 
recommended scoping out certain 
locations. “I think you should keep 
an eye out and if people seem to 
be winning more at one spot, it’s 
possible. I don’t think they would 
evenly count them out before they 
distribute them, so some have to be 
stacked.”

Size doesn’t matter

THOMAS SAYERS
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: MICHAEL KWAN ON FLICKR (CC BY-
NC-ND 2.0) 

Sometimes, even small cups can be big 
winners in Roll Up the Rim.

CREDIT: PROJECTBE EVENTS PRODUCTIONS
After the second of its first drag show, Fanshawe will host its second one titled What a 
Drag, A Night of Illusions, on Feb. 14.
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Diversity makes us stronger, not weaker

North American society as we know it is 
founded on the concept of immigrants and 
immigration. If you don’t know this already, 
read a goddamn book.

So why is anti-immigration rhetoric so 
popular right now? When President Donald 
Trump signed the executive order temporar-
ily halting the admittance of citizens from 
seven countries (all seven of them are Mus-
lim majority, though not all Muslim majori-
ty countries were included, causing some to 
be hesitant about calling it a Muslim Ban) as 
well as permanently halting the acceptance 
of Syrian refugees indefinitely, most people 
around the world reacted with outrage.

But while I may be living in my own news 
bubble by only following news sources that 
align with my own political beliefs (some-
thing I think more people need to accept 
about themselves), we all have to remem-
ber that there are a lot of people who are 
genuinely happy with Trump’s presidential 
decisions, and that there are Canadians who 
would support the same policies if they were 
enacted here. Maybe you are even one of 
them.

To those people I have to ask, why? Why 
would you deny others the right to come to 
a new country with the hopes of building a 
better life for themselves and their families, 
a right that was granted to your ancestors? 
Because unless you are Native American, 
you are the descendants of immigrants as 
well. 

It doesn’t matter at what time you become 
a Canadian citizen, or whether your ances-

tors helped build the foundations of our old-
est cities or only immigrated here recently, 
or if you were born here or in another coun-
try. Once you take the oath of citizenship, 
you are one of us. And it disappoints me that 
not all Canadians fully embrace and accept 
this fact. 

Diversity does not threaten the Canadian 
way of life, as some anti-immigration advo-
cates may think. Incorporating new cultures, 
new ideas, new voices and new people into 
our country helps us grow, helps us find our 
flaws and helps us become a better nation 

as a whole. 
Diversity isn’t something to be feared. 

A big part of the development of Canadian 
culture came about by experiencing oth-
er cultures and adopting what we like best 
from them. Where would we be without in-
ternational food markets, or pockets of our 
larger cities dedicated to bringing the culture 
of another country to our own? Step into a 
Chinatown anywhere in Canada or a Little 
Italy and tell me they don’t add vibrancy and 
excitement to our cities. 

Accepting new people into our country 

doesn’t take anything away from us; we 
don’t lose the resources, jobs or freedoms 
we are accustomed to as Canadians. But we 
gain so much more.

I personally know many people who were 
not born in this country, my own maternal 
grandparents included. Some of my friends 
were not born in Canada either; some of 
them even came to this country as refugees 
and asylum seekers. I do not see these peo-
ple as the threats they are made out to be 
by some. I see them as what they are. Ca-
nadians. 

KERRA SEAY
WHAT DOES KERRA SAY?

CREDIT: FRANCESCOCH  ON THINKSTOCK
Diversity doesn’t make us weaker – it makes us stronger.

A couple of weeks ago I listened to a mid-
dle-aged woman tell the story of the breakup 
with her husband. He came home one eve-
ning and they began talking about going out 
for supper. Suddenly, he turned to her and 
said, “I don’t want to go out. I do not want to 

go out with you tonight. I do not want to go 
out with you any other night. I am leaving.” 
Then he said, “Would you like me to leave 
right now or in a week?”

Because I have worked in and around 
churches for some years, I have officiat-
ed at the weddings of a number of people. 
They have taken place, often in churches, 
but sometimes in barns, hotels, museums or 
backyards. Though most of those couples 
are still married, some are not. At least one 
of those marriages ended because of mental 
health issues that surfaced after the wedding. 
Another ended when the woman discovered 

that her husband was pursuing a young girl. 
You may have gone through the break-

down of a marriage or a common law rela-
tionship. We all know people who have. We 
all know students who have seen the break-
up of their parents. Maybe you are one of 
those.

We also know the stats. They are not su-
per encouraging for those who are married 
or who are considering marriage. And some-
times we attend a wedding and wonder if it 
isn’t all just a little overrated. A wedding can 
certainly seem stressful, expensive and com-
plicated. Why bother?

One reason some don’t bother has less to 
do with marriage itself and more to do with 
the weddings. A wedding can set you back 
and it can seem like a way of fulfilling a 
lot of expectations that many don’t want to 
bother with: the rings, the dresses and tuxes, 
the venue, the deejay, the photographer, the 
food, the bar and the bill. It’s not everyone’s 
cup of tea. 

As for a marriage, well, can’t you have 
all the benefits without the title? Shared 
finances, living arrangements and a bed, 
shared transportation and children; you can 
have all that without a marriage can’t you? 
Then, if it doesn’t work out, well at least our 
expectations were lower so the crash won’t 
be as painful as it could have been. And if 
there are children involved they can “grow 
through the divorce experience”.

Finally, in an age of self-expression, mar-
riage can seem constricting. In order to say 
“yes” to one relationship you end up saying 
“no” to others. Why not stay open to the pos-
sibilities?

For many centuries Jews and Christians 
have held that marriage is between a man 
and woman. This is how marriage is pic-
tured in the Jewish Bible. 

According to this line of thinking, a mar-
riage is not so much about the two getting 

married. It is more about accessing two of 
God’s blessings that are available to the 
human family: children and the growth of 
cultured societies. The goal here is relation-
ships that can endure the difficulties in life, 
that can provide a terrific start for children, 
and that can be a context for the discovery of 
many of God’s blessings such as prosperity, 
health, family and friends; and the discovery 
of blessings such as fidelity, honesty, pa-
tience, trustworthiness, love and hope.

Christianity, which is completely rooted in 
Judaism (the Jewish faith), inherits this un-
derstanding of marriage, family and society 
from the Jewish Bible. This doesn’t, as far 
as I am able to understand, mean that Chris-
tians should give no consideration to same-
sex relationships. Many Christians and I do 
support them. However, in the Jewish and 
Christian Bibles this view of marriage is the 
starting point for the understanding of rela-
tionships between the sexes and what those 
relationships can engender. 

If a traditional wedding ceremony is not 
your thing, that is not important, but if God 
has given you a strong hope of finding a life-
long partner and to raise children of your 
own, why not follow that path? And if you 
are able to find a priest, minister or pastor to 
help you with a wedding, you might end up 
really appreciating it. 

The ceremony does not have to be over-
ly traditional or complicated. A simple one 
seems to work well for many people. Even 
that simple ceremony can be an occasion for 
people to mark that something amazing is 
happening as you promise to stay with one 
person. It can give opportunity for prayers. 
It can give friends and family a chance to 
celebrate the new stage of your relationship. 
And it can give you a great start in asking 
God for the patience, grace, courage and 
love you will need in the decades to come. 

 

Weddings and marriage, are they overrated?  

MICHAEL VEENEMA 
RUMOURS OF GRACE 

CREDIT:  MARIA TEIJEIRO ON THINKSTOCK
Weddings are a way to show true love and promise yourself to one another for the rest of your lives, but are 
they really worth it? 



Volume 49  Issue No. 19  February 13, 2017   theinterrobang.ca 7LIFESTYLES

Every year, the Razzie Awards 
recognize the worst Hollywood had 
to offer us, from worst movie to 
worst ensemble. For some reason, 
Interrobang columnists Nick and 
Kerra thought it would be a good 
idea to voluntarily watch all six 
films nominated for Worst Movie of 
2016. Thankfully, they established a 
rating system of how many beers it 
would take to get through each one. 
You’re welcome.

Batman v Superman
How to Survive: 3 beers and a 

nap
This movie was a two-and-a-

half-hour trailer for a fight scene 
that became boring within three 
minutes. Considering the budget 
and effort that went into the latest 
installment of the umpteenth reboot 
of Superman, this movie was a sur-
prising letdown. Not even an older 
more battle-hardened portrayal of 
Batman could save this flop from 
putting an entire theatre to sleep.  
We had hopes that the final epic 
battle would save this movie from 
the brink of Razzie acclaim but in a 
way, the battle nudged it closer than 
the rest of the movie. This was the 
first time in our lives that we have 
looked forward to a fight scene 
ending. There are no redeemable 
qualities that squeeze even a drip 
of excitement from movie. The film 
could have easily been chopped in 
half and perhaps it would have be-
come palatable. We were so bored 
and ready for the movie to end that 
by the time the heroes really started 
scrapping, no one cared who won. 
Batman v Superman is possibly one 
of the worst paced movies of the 
last five years. Wake me up for the 
next Marvel movie because these 
DC flics are just getting worse and 
worse.

Dirty Grandpa
How to Survive: 3 beers and a 

juice cleanse 
You would think that Oscar win-

ner Robert De Niro would know 
better than to sign on to shoot Dirty 
Grandpa; unfortunately, you would 
be wrong. By far not the worst mov-
ie on this list, Dirty Grandpa is just 
under two hours of film time filled 
with everything you would never 
want to even think about your own 
grandpa doing, never mind actually 
seeing it. Grandpa De Niro spends 
the entire movie trying to sleep with 
a college girl in Daytona. Seriously. 
And his poor grandson, played by 
Zac Efron, is a stereotypical tight 
ass stuck in a vanilla, suburban re-

lationship with his boring but beau-
tiful fiancé. He even wears a god-
damn sweater vest. The stereotypes 
of “Bad INSERT NOUN” movies 
(Bad Teacher, Bad Moms, you see 
where we’re going here) are predict-
ably raunchy, and if that’s your thing 
then you’ll love this movie. But if 
not, stay clear of this one because 
not even Zac Efron’s delicious abs 
can make us forget about some of 
the things we saw in Dirty Grandpa.    

Independence Day: Resurgence
How to survive: 4 beers
If you want to see a movie about 

humanity battling aliens hellbent on 
planetary destruction, watch Inde-
pendence Day. If you want to see a 
movie about idiotic blunders, plot 
holes and amateur mistakes that 
jeopardize the lives of billions of 
people, watch Independence Day: 
Resurgence. The sequel that nobody 
asked for is the kind of movie that 
makes you scratch your head for 
two hours wondering “Why the f*** 
would they do that?” 

Seriously, this movie is full of 
idiots. Idiots who declare war on 
an unknown alien race that has dis-
played no aggression towards Earth. 
Idiots whose first response to alien 
contact is deploying every plane 
in the military arsenal without any 
plan whatsoever, no reconnaissance, 
no communication, nothing. Idiots 
who contain a nuclear blast within a 
forcefield yet drop the barrier when 
enemy aliens appear within the 
flaming wreckage.

The most intellectual thing about 
Independence Day: Resurgence was 
Will Smith’s agent, who warned him 
to stay the hell away from it.

Gods of Egypt
How to Survive: 4 beers and 2 

shots of tequila 
Right from the start you can tell 

that Gods of Egypt is going to be 
terrible, with awful CGI and a Brit-
ish narrator even though the movie 
is set in Egypt which, if you were 
unaware, is in Africa. Jaime Lannis-
ter, I mean, Horus, rules a peaceful 
Egypt and is loved by his followers. 
Everyone is happy and perfect and 
will live happily ever after.

At least, they do for a whole 10 
minutes into the movie until Set, 
played by Irish actor Gerard Butler 
(???) walks in, steals some eyes and 
takes over Egypt, spilling a ton of 
gold god-blood in the process.

There were barely any redeeming 
qualities to this movie. Some top of 
the line CGI effects include a toi-
let-flush style descent into hell, 10 
foot tall gods (that made the human 
characters look like Oompa Loom-
pas) and a ridiculous amount of real-
ly fake looking gold.

And the crème de le crème of 

this crap movie? A stupid romantic 
subplot between characters who lit-
erally don’t matter at all and we zero 
per cent care about. We were secret-
ly hoping for an arrow through our 
own hearts, just so we didn’t have 
to keep watching this suckfest of a 
movie. Oh yeah, and apparently the 
Earth is flat.     

Zoolander 2
How to Survive: chug enough 

vodka to blackout and forget 
about this ever happening

For a movie that boasts a whop-
ping 39 celebrity cameos, includ-
ing two appearances from Neil de-
Grasse Tyson, Zoolander 2 is really 
really ridiculously bad. The jokes in 
this movie couldn’t hit the broadside 
of a barn with a shotgun and most 
often they come across as offensive-
ly distasteful. Zoolander 2 makes 
gross jokes about everything under 
the sun and is sure to enrage anyone 
who considers themselves a fem-
inist, or even a decent person. The 
movie makes jokes about foreign-
ers, bestiality, unplanned pregnancy, 
pedophilia, being fat, polyamory, 
non-binary and trans individuals, 
Malala, crashes caused by texting, 
child abandonment and that’s not 
even the half of it. This movie was 
made explicitly for people with 
white male privilege oozing out of 
their salmon coloured shorts pur-
chased with Mommy and Daddy’s 
hedge fund money. Zoolander 2 is 
a pathetic attempt to revive a series 
that never needed a sequel. The orig-
inal film was perfect and we should 
all move forward with our lives pre-
tending that no further installments 
were ever filmed.

Hillary’s America: The Secret 
History of the Democratic Party

How to Survive: You don’t. 
We honestly couldn’t finish this 

movie, and we don’t even recom-
mend you watch it just so you can 
see how bad it is.

While acknowledging that we are 
both liberal-leaning voters, we think 
even Republicans could watch this 
movie and realize its 90 per cent BS. 
There’s literally a website dedicated 
to fact checking this “documentary”. 

Filled with blatant untruths pre-
sented as cold hard facts, bad acting 
and overdramatizations, we don’t 
even want to consider this a movie 
because it is so inherently flawed.

Is the Democratic Party flawed? 
Of course it is. But it’s hard to take a 
documentary seriously when it starts 
off with a dramatic court scene that 
didn’t actually happen. 

Honestly, we weren’t even drink-
ing during this one. We were just 
watching in stunned silence while 
furiously fact checking.  

We watched the worst movies 
of 2016 so you don’t have to

NICK REYNO
AND KERRA SEAY
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: PARAMOUNT PICTURES
According to movie reviewers Nick Reyno and Kerra Seay, Zoolander 2 is a pathetic attempt to revive a series that never needed a 
sequel. Find out what movies made the cut for the worst movies made during the worst year ever. 
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Music industry arts (MIA) grad-
uate Patrick Maloney is performing 
Feb. 25 at the Rosewood Room, 
along with Taylor Holden and Cat 
Clyde.

Originally from Greely, Ont., a 
small town outside of Ottawa, Ma-
loney’s music journey began while 
listening to his dad’s vinyl records, 
playing some formal and classical 
music, then venturing to a drum kit 
when he was 12.

Fast-forward to his Fanshawe 
days, Maloney worked on the tech 
crew in 2005; served as VP Enter-
tainment for the Fanshawe Student 
Union (FSU) in 2006; and was an 
entertainment programmer in 2007 
to 2013.

Maloney thoroughly enjoyed 
booking live music at the Out Back 
Shack and Forwell hall, bumping 
shoulders with serious talent.  

“I run into people I met during 
my time there pretty often. It was 
great to have a platform to treat 
musicians right, and contribute to 
the Canadian cultural landscape,” 
Maloney said.

Maloney currently lives in Ham-
ilton, as of six months ago.

Being constantly touring and on 
the go, he says Spotify is his re-
source when he’s driving from one 
city to the next.

When asked what bands or 
genres pique his interest, he ad-
mits it’s a tough question. For him, 
there’s about 100 years of popular 
music to choose from, and admits 

he’s a committed genre hopper.
In terms of the show Feb. 25, 

Maloney is hosting a songwriter’s 
circle, a common format in Nash-
ville where all the songwriter’s 
will be on stage at the same time, 
playing one song after another and 
telling stories in between.

The Rosewood Room has an 
archaic collection of London mu-
sic history. It sits next to the Jack 
Richardson Hall of Fame.

Maloney’s appreciation of Jack 
Richardson was a personal one.

“I knew Jack himself,” Maloney 
said. “I took music industry arts at 
Fanshawe and I was the last class 
to study with the Godfather of Ca-
nadian Rock Music. He’s a legend, 
and it’s very cool that the city has 
created a space to appreciate his 
work, and showcase some musical 
artifacts.”

His album RIGHTHERE is his 
first live off the floor recording. 

“It’s an intimate album, both 
lyrically and technically. There are 
flubs, errors, etc. The songs are 
about my near-constant touring all 
over Canada and the United King-
dom.” 

RIGHTHERE is an ironic title, 
he added, “I’m away from home 
all the time.” 

In summary, when asked what he 
would advise students currently in 
MIA or graduates in general, Ma-
loney honestly admits, “practice”.

“Be prepared for a long road and 
don’t expect anyone to help you.”

Pat Maloney’s website is www.
patmaloney.ca and his facebook 
page is facebook.com/patmaloney-
music/.

Fanshawe alumnus performing 
at Rosewood Room

CREDIT: PAT MALONEY 
Fanshawe alumnus, Pat Maloney, will be performing at the Rosewood Room Feb. 25 
alongside Taylor Holden and Cat Clyde.

JAYMIN PROULX
INTERROBANG

February is a romantic month, a 
time where people make plans and 
strive to impress that special some-
one. But remember: no means no. 
It can be said at any time by anyone 
and means exactly that. It means 
stop. Do not proceed. Consent has 
been removed.

Long gone are the days of “they’re 
just testing my persistence. If I keep 
trying they’ll give in and we can do 
this.” People advance in relation-
ships at their own pace and it may be 
faster or slower than yours. When it 
comes to advancing to the physical 
side of the relationship, be sure that 
your partner is on the same page. 
You both need to be sober, aware 
and most importantly conscious. 
There needs to be informed consent.

If you proceed without that con-
sent, it is sexual assault. More com-

monly referred to as rape. Sexual 
assault can be anything from touch-
ing to full on intercourse. It is all 
punishable by time in prison, fines, 
probation and addition to the sexual 
offenders’ registry. 

Having a physical relationship 
with a person who is in the same 
place in your relationship as you are 
and is consenting can be a wonderful 
and beautiful thing. Do everything 
you can to protect that.

If something does happen re-
port it; if not for yourself, to pre-
vent someone else from becoming 
a victim. Remember that you are 
not alone. There is help available at 
many places both within and outside 
the college. You will be believed. 

If you have questions about this 
or any other crime prevention con-
cerns please feel free to contact 
Steve Hartwick with Campus Se-
curity Services either by phone at 
519-452-4430 ext. 4929 or e-mail at 
shartwick@fanshawec.ca.

Crime prevention tip of the week 
STEVE HARTWICK
CAMPUS SECURITY
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“It’s not a lifestyle, it’s a sexual preference. Being in a gay or lesbian 

relationship or whatever you want to call it is literally the same as being in 

a straight relationship, just different parts” - FSU president Carlie Forsythe

LGBTQ+ community
helps debunk myths

tereotypes and myths are never something you 
should ever immerse yourself into because they 
not only make yourself look uneducated about 
a given topic, but they can be damaging to those 
that are targeted. Boxing people into one catego-
ry or another is not the right thing to do, and can 
leave someone feeling alone, left out, different or 
unaccepted by others. It can be difficult not to put 
people into specific categories, mainly because it 
happens every day to many different people; how-
ever ,for the LGBTQ+ community, it happens far too 
often than it should. One might not mean to put 
anyone, including the LGBTQ+ community within a 
specific myth and stereotype, but it does occur and 
can be quite damaging to them. While society as a 
whole seems to have a grasp in understanding the 
LGBTQ+ community, there needs to be better un-
derstanding that one’s gender and sexuality are two 
separate concepts. Therefore with more education 
and learning, hopefully people can understand that 
they need to get past the suggested stereotypes 
and myths and start listening and learning

There is a ‘gay/
lesbian’ look

Fanshawe Student Union (FSU) president Carlie 
Forsythe, who also identifies as a lesbian, said that 
there is no specific look for those who identify as 
gay or lesbian. “Your sexual orientation is not visual. 
It can be, it can be a style, but it doesn’t have to be,” 
Forsythe said. Forsythe said if a person is going to 
box lesbians for example, there are many different 
types including butch, soft butch and the lipstick 
lesbian for example. The latter being an interesting 
one because this falls under women who are lesbi-
ans, but do not “look” it. “There’s no specific look, 
you don’t have to look a specific way to be gay, it 
comes from far more, it comes from inside,” For-
sythe said.

Who’s the man/woman 
in the relationship?

According to Forsythe, that simply comes from 
existing cis-gendered, straight stereotypes and is 
not necessary to be in a successful relationship. As 
an example, both Forsythe and her girlfriend play 
many different roles in their relationship, such as ro-
tating who is essentially the bread winner in the re-
lationship, along with cooking and cleaning. “There 
are no specific set up rules, there does not have to 

be,” Forsythe said. Forsythe mentioned when she 
was growing up, there were no specific roles in her 
house catered to each gender.

Top vs. bottom?
Forsythe found this question to be hilarious, but 

said it’s not really a myth because people do tend 
to have a preference.

“That means on top you’d rather give and maybe 
receive later, if you’re a bottom you’d rather receive 
then maybe give later. If you’re switch, it doesn’t re-
ally matter,” Forsythe said.

Bisexuality is an 
experimental phase
A bisexual women, who wishes to be left anony-
mous, said that even though she likes both men 
and women, it does not define her as a person. 
“Just because I am interested in both men and 
women does not mean that my morals are compro-
mised. I’m still very much engaged with the person 
I’m with,” she said.
She also hates that bisexuals “don’t exist” and are 
just confused individuals who are not sure what 
they want. She does not like how others in general 
think that this is just a phase and would get over it.
“I’ve been bisexual since I was 14-years-old, I came 
out to my best friend in grade nine. It just never 
changed,” she said. “I’m physically attracted to 
either sex, but when I am in a relationship with a 
person, I am in love with that person, I am focused 
on that person, that is my relationship. I’m not 
going to be looking around because I have twice 
as many people to look at. It’s a double standard, 
people don’t believe that kind of thing.”

Promiscuity
Forsythe also mentioned how the stereotype of 

the LGBTQ+ community involves a lot of partying, 
and drugs but that also is false. It is also false that 
those in the LGBTQ+ community are more promis-
cuous than those from any other community.

FSU VP of Internal Affairs, Kevin Kaisar, who iden-
tifies as gay, shared Forsythe’s concern, stating that 
gay men are seen as overly hypersexualized. 

“That has a lot to do with the way gay men get 
portrayed in the media. When you see them in TV 
shows, their relationship status is always linked to 
their identity and who they are, but I don’t think 

that’s the case. It’s a part of who you are but not your 
defining characteristic.

Discrimination within 
the community

“The one thing that I think really annoys me about 
the gay community is that people are always trying 
to categorize you into a certain kind of gay, like 
tribes, such as the bear or the jock and people are 
always trying to pigeon hole you into that. I don’t 
like that because it makes you feel like you have to 
conform to those stereotypes in order to fit in with-
in the gay community which is really weird because 
you’d think as a group that has been so discriminat-
ed against and marginalized, you’d think we’d stick 
together, but there’s still is so much discrimination 
within the actual community,” Kaisar said. Kaisar 
said one does not have to fit into any of those cate-
gories to be gay.

Girl’s night
What really annoys Kaisar is when gay men get 

invited to girl’s night all the time and get pigeon 
holed into thinking they only like feminine drinks 
and girl’s night, but that is not the case. Gay men 
can like sports, play sports and enjoy having a beer. 
“Yes it’s fun and I may enjoy having wine with my fe-
male friends every once in a while, but it’s not some-
thing I want to do all the time,” Kaisar said.

Additional information
Forsythe did have some additional remarks to 

make in terms of the LGBTQ+ community and any 
myths or stereotypes that arise around them.

“It’s not a lifestyle, it’s a sexual preference. Being 
in a gay or lesbian relationship or whatever you want 
to call it is literally the same as being in a straight re-
lationship, just different parts,” Forsythe said.

In terms of HIV and AIDS, it’s not something only 
the LGBTQ+ community may contract.

With any bullying that may occur, Forsythe said 
it’s more so of ignorance and it’s best to simply ig-
nore it. Kaisar said that for anyone struggling with 
their sexuality, especially youth, that it does get bet-
ter.
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Your genitals do not determine your 
gender. Biological sex and gender 
identity exist on two separate spec-
trums and they don’t always correlate.

Biological sex pertains only to chro-
mosomes, hormones and genitalia, but 
that doesn’t define a person’s inherent 
identity. It becomes clear just how sep-
arate these two topics are when look-
ing at cases of identical twins where 

one experiences gender dysphoria and the other does not.
For those who don’t know, gender dysphoria is a state 

of dissatisfaction or distress with a person’s physical attri-
butes that often leads to anxiety, depression and suicid-
al thoughts. Gender dysphoria can start at an extremely 
young age said Claire Salisbury, a registered psychother-
apist and Canadian certified counsellor in London with an 
MSc in clinical psychology.

“There are thoughts within the literature that gender 
identity may be more malleable in childhood and that it 
starts to become more solidified in teenage years.”

Salisbury made a point of stating that this is only one 
stream of thought and that gender fluidity with regards to 
age is still a highly controversial topic within the scientific 
community.

While research has yet to find a definitive and universal 
answer as to what exactly determines gender identity, it’s 
important to note that gender identity isn’t some fashion-
able new trend like veganism or being gluten free. It’s a 
fundamental part of human existence and people need to 
be able to express themselves whether they’re cisgender, 
transgender, non-binary, gender neutral or gender fluid.

You may not have heard of the latter three of those terms, 

but they are extremely important for many individuals, spe-
cifically those with disorders of sex development (DSD).

People with DSD have genitals that don’t represent 
conventional male or female anatomy and are often giv-
en reconstructive surgery as newborns to ‘correct’ it. It’s 
up to the surgeons performing the operation to make an 
assumption of what sex the child should be, but this can 
lead to complications if these individuals identify as anoth-
er gender than the one assigned to them based on this 
surgery.

To make matters worse, it’s a common occurrence for 
people born with DSD to never know about it, which high-
lights the questionable ethics behind this involuntary, inva-
sive and often unnecessary procedure.

Salisbury had some choice words to say about the risks 
of these procedures. “There might be the need for invasive 
surgery later on in life due to the presence of construct-
ed genitalia which does not match with the individual’s 

sense of self, their true sense 
of their gender identity down 
the road.”

When asked about her 
own opinion, Salisbury said, 
“I would argue that recon-
structive surgery on geni-
talia in babies should not 
be done. I believe it should 
be the individual’s right to 
choose what their genitalia 
ultimately is and looks like on 
their own and not have it be 
the decision of their parents 
or their doctors … I think it’s 
important for the baby to be 
able to grow up and to see 
which gender identity arises 
within themselves given the 
difference [in] biological cat-
egories of sex that might be 

within their bodies.”
Salisbury concluded by saying reconstructive surgery 

should be an elective procedure undergone later in life 
when individuals have a true sense of their identity.

The binary categories of sex and gender are clearly out-
dated constructs that are harmful to many people who 
don’t fall into these categories. While they may be import-
ant labels for some people, the world shouldn’t rely on 
them as fundamentals in order for many others to be able 
to live authentically and embrace who they are. With over 
seven billion people in this world it’s hard to believe that 
every unique being will fit into a neat little box of male or 
female.

I’ve worked with clinicians who have seen 
children as young as two years old who 
[identify] with a different gender identity 
from their sex assigned at birth,

counsellor, London.

There are many theories regarding the 
origin of religion in psychology, sociology, 
anthropology and every other field of human 
research.

It was a theory proposed by sociologists that 
religion is basically a culture or a way of life, 
which includes the ethical rules, language 
and behavioural etiquettes. Sigmund 
Freud had a psychoanalytic theory, which 
suggested that everyone wishes for that 
almighty parent that can do anything which 
a parent can’t and so one projects a father 
figure in the sky.

“There has been no society 
at any time in the planet 

that does not have some 
sort of religion within 
them, which in some 
ways leads me to believe 
that, in the very fabric of 
human beings there is 
a quest for knowledge 
and to know answers 
which different religions 
looks at differently 
and come up with 
different explanations,” 
said professor of 

world religious studies at Kings University, 
Jonathan Geen.
Religion is an essential part of humanity as it 
is built into the humans. Religion can be any 
belief that one may possess, be it secularism, 
feminism or any other way of life.
There was a Parliament of the World’s 
Religions held in Chicago in 1893 and 1993 
where people from different cultures and 
religions got together to sign an ethical 
document that every religion in the world 
could sign off on. The document stated a 
countless of ethical and moral rules that 
every person present in the conference, 
regardless of their culture or religion, 
signed. These principles consisted of many 
principles, which were harder for many of 
the religions to agree upon; however, the 
conference was a success as everyone met on 
common grounds.
Most of the rituals in any religion generally 
either have a scientific reason behind them 
or have a purpose of humanity. For example, 
in Christianity, the ritual of confession has 
more psychological purpose than religious. 
Since confessing to one’s crimes is like 
accepting a fault and then moving on to 
correct it and never repeat it is better than 
having to live with guilt forever. There is a 

similar ritual in Jainism where the followers 
are supposed to confess if they harmed any 
living being and seek forgiveness for that. 
Even Buddhism has a similar ritual where the 
monks were supposed to gather at a place 
and rules of conduct were read aloud and 
they were supposed to confess on any of the 
rules that they might have broken.
Hinduism has many rituals that have a lot 
of scientific explanations behind them. 
For example, joining two palms facing one 
another triggers sensory nerves of eyes, brain 
and ears, which allows individuals to become 
alert and stay focused on the thing in front 
of them. This is why praying while joining 
hands is encouraged since it allows a person 
to stay focused.
In Islam, the fasts are done during Ramadan 
because fasting not only improves body 
functioning but also helps an individual 
understand the plight of people that cannot 
afford food. This is why a similar kind of 
fasting is also encouraged in Jainism.
Jainism also suggests not eating certain 
food as it kills a lot more microorganisms. 
However, they insist on avoiding onions and 
garlic since it causes crankiness and anger 
in an individual, which can cause problems 
for them in their personal lives. Similar 
messages are prevalent in Hinduism for the 
same reason.
The way government asks us to follow 
rules in order to avoid consequences, is 
comparable to religions, as they ask us to live 
life in a certain way to avoid consequences in 
the afterlife.
In 2006, a well-known book called The Secret 
by Rhonda Byrne came out, which suggested 
that if you want something, believe that you 
will get it, then believe that you have it and 
start living as if you got what you wanted, 
and the energy in the universe will bring it 
to you somehow. Praying is similar to that: 
when one prays and has strong faith in God, 
they believe God will help them. They start 
living with the confidence that their prayers 
will be answered. And when they receive an 
answer, they believe they have experienced a 
miracle from God.
Every religion in the world in a way talks 
about humanity, belief and respect; 
therefore, in a way, they are all similar. They 
are just different directions to the same 
destination.
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have grown to love sharing with 
others. It’s all about the self-com-
fort within oneself when it comes 
down to sharing cultural beliefs 
and practices, and providing 
positive, safe spots in which stu-
dents are not only able to par-
ticipate in their religion, but also 
feel encouraged; this enables 
openness. 

When Sampson was asked if 
she could expand on the type of 
requests that would be unlikely 
to be approved, there was a brief 
pause in the interview.

She sat in a momentary si-
lence, taking a few moments to 
pass the wall her thought-pro-
cess had hit. But that isn’t neces-
sarily a bad thing; her inability to 
respond to that question brings 
forth a heartening emotion as it 
demonstrates the failure to rec-
ollect a time in which a student 
has felt unaccommodated. The 
lack of response is evidence of 
the great job that the college 
and student union has done to 
meet the needs of students. 
According to Sampson, 
so long as the request is 
inclusive, and steers clear 
of any form of discrimi-
nation towards other reli-
gions, Fanshawe is more 
than happy to accommo-
date. 

Currently Fanshawe of-
fers a number of available 
student-run clubs, such as the 
Muslim Student Association, the 
Caribbean Association, and the 
African Association.

One of the most effective ways 
to promote this sort of diversity 
is by putting these options out 
there and keeping students in-
formed. When these clubs go 
out and put on events, it is the 
sort of attraction that grabs the 
attention of students and makes 
involvement alluring.

Sampson said it is even more 
helpful when there are students 
demonstrating a strong interest 
in sharing their cultural and reli-
gious background.

“The FSU really does promote 
that student leadership aspect, 
and we really like to see students 
that like to stand up and show 
what they believe in because we 
love to see passionate students 
on campus.”

Guess the message is: if you 
want it, come and get it.  Pat on 
the back, Fanshawe... Religion 
done well.

Days of discrimination and dis-
comfort are now times of the 
past, as open-mindedness and 
acceptance are the key play-
ers in the new age. With social 
movements and battles creating 
norms of those less-favoured 
ideals of the past, establish-
ments of all sorts are working 
in supporting the diverse range 
of religious beliefs of people by 
making accommodations and fa-
cilities increasingly common and 
easily accessible.

Fanshawe is no exception; it 
ensures that students have a safe 
place to exercise ones’ religious 
beliefs. By promoting unique 
religious and cultural practices 
throughout the campus, stu-
dents are encouraged to engage 
and explore new cultures. After 
all, that’s what being Canadian is 
all about: diversity and multicul-
turalism.

Fanshawe Student Union (FSU) 
Entertainment VP Morganna 
Sampson, thinks Fanshawe is 
doing a great job at creating a 
positive and encouraging envi-
ronment.

“Fanshawe and the FSU really 
do their best to create a space 
for everyone that is very inclu-
sive. We create a loving culture 
and we also offer tons of resourc-
es. It really is just an open-door 
policy, and anyone is welcomed 
to come with new ideas with 
events. We for sure want to pro-
mote anything positive for stu-
dents.”

The FSU hopes to see more 
willing students to approach 
the team with suggestions and 
ideas in supporting different 
religious practices, so that the 
appropriate steps can be taken 
to make things happen. It really 
just comes down to what the stu-
dents want.

Contrary to popular belief, 
academic accommodation is 
requested less than designated 
areas for students to exercise 
religious practices are, such as 
social and prayer rooms. In the 
past, students were more likely 
to take time off from school for 
religious beliefs, but it is increas-
ingly becoming a popular option 
for students to feel more com-
fortable in bringing their religion 
to school with them. The South 
Asian celebration, Holi, is one ex-
ample of the type of cultural cel-
ebrations that usual participates 
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Your genitals do not determine your 
gender. Biological sex and gender 
identity exist on two separate spec-
trums and they don’t always correlate.

Biological sex pertains only to chro-
mosomes, hormones and genitalia, but 
that doesn’t define a person’s inherent 
identity. It becomes clear just how sep-
arate these two topics are when look-
ing at cases of identical twins where 

one experiences gender dysphoria and the other does not.
For those who don’t know, gender dysphoria is a state 

of dissatisfaction or distress with a person’s physical attri-
butes that often leads to anxiety, depression and suicid-
al thoughts. Gender dysphoria can start at an extremely 
young age said Claire Salisbury, a registered psychother-
apist and Canadian certified counsellor in London with an 
MSc in clinical psychology.

“There are thoughts within the literature that gender 
identity may be more malleable in childhood and that it 
starts to become more solidified in teenage years.”

Salisbury made a point of stating that this is only one 
stream of thought and that gender fluidity with regards to 
age is still a highly controversial topic within the scientific 
community.

While research has yet to find a definitive and universal 
answer as to what exactly determines gender identity, it’s 
important to note that gender identity isn’t some fashion-
able new trend like veganism or being gluten free. It’s a 
fundamental part of human existence and people need to 
be able to express themselves whether they’re cisgender, 
transgender, non-binary, gender neutral or gender fluid.

You may not have heard of the latter three of those terms, 

but they are extremely important for many individuals, spe-
cifically those with disorders of sex development (DSD).

People with DSD have genitals that don’t represent 
conventional male or female anatomy and are often giv-
en reconstructive surgery as newborns to ‘correct’ it. It’s 
up to the surgeons performing the operation to make an 
assumption of what sex the child should be, but this can 
lead to complications if these individuals identify as anoth-
er gender than the one assigned to them based on this 
surgery.

To make matters worse, it’s a common occurrence for 
people born with DSD to never know about it, which high-
lights the questionable ethics behind this involuntary, inva-
sive and often unnecessary procedure.

Salisbury had some choice words to say about the risks 
of these procedures. “There might be the need for invasive 
surgery later on in life due to the presence of construct-
ed genitalia which does not match with the individual’s 

sense of self, their true sense 
of their gender identity down 
the road.”

When asked about her 
own opinion, Salisbury said, 
“I would argue that recon-
structive surgery on geni-
talia in babies should not 
be done. I believe it should 
be the individual’s right to 
choose what their genitalia 
ultimately is and looks like on 
their own and not have it be 
the decision of their parents 
or their doctors … I think it’s 
important for the baby to be 
able to grow up and to see 
which gender identity arises 
within themselves given the 
difference [in] biological cat-
egories of sex that might be 

within their bodies.”
Salisbury concluded by saying reconstructive surgery 

should be an elective procedure undergone later in life 
when individuals have a true sense of their identity.

The binary categories of sex and gender are clearly out-
dated constructs that are harmful to many people who 
don’t fall into these categories. While they may be import-
ant labels for some people, the world shouldn’t rely on 
them as fundamentals in order for many others to be able 
to live authentically and embrace who they are. With over 
seven billion people in this world it’s hard to believe that 
every unique being will fit into a neat little box of male or 
female.

I’ve worked with clinicians who have seen 
children as young as two years old who 
[identify] with a different gender identity 
from their sex assigned at birth,

counsellor, London.

There are many theories regarding the 
origin of religion in psychology, sociology, 
anthropology and every other field of human 
research.

It was a theory proposed by sociologists that 
religion is basically a culture or a way of life, 
which includes the ethical rules, language 
and behavioural etiquettes. Sigmund 
Freud had a psychoanalytic theory, which 
suggested that everyone wishes for that 
almighty parent that can do anything which 
a parent can’t and so one projects a father 
figure in the sky.

“There has been no society 
at any time in the planet 

that does not have some 
sort of religion within 
them, which in some 
ways leads me to believe 
that, in the very fabric of 
human beings there is 
a quest for knowledge 
and to know answers 
which different religions 
looks at differently 
and come up with 
different explanations,” 
said professor of 

world religious studies at Kings University, 
Jonathan Geen.
Religion is an essential part of humanity as it 
is built into the humans. Religion can be any 
belief that one may possess, be it secularism, 
feminism or any other way of life.
There was a Parliament of the World’s 
Religions held in Chicago in 1893 and 1993 
where people from different cultures and 
religions got together to sign an ethical 
document that every religion in the world 
could sign off on. The document stated a 
countless of ethical and moral rules that 
every person present in the conference, 
regardless of their culture or religion, 
signed. These principles consisted of many 
principles, which were harder for many of 
the religions to agree upon; however, the 
conference was a success as everyone met on 
common grounds.
Most of the rituals in any religion generally 
either have a scientific reason behind them 
or have a purpose of humanity. For example, 
in Christianity, the ritual of confession has 
more psychological purpose than religious. 
Since confessing to one’s crimes is like 
accepting a fault and then moving on to 
correct it and never repeat it is better than 
having to live with guilt forever. There is a 

similar ritual in Jainism where the followers 
are supposed to confess if they harmed any 
living being and seek forgiveness for that. 
Even Buddhism has a similar ritual where the 
monks were supposed to gather at a place 
and rules of conduct were read aloud and 
they were supposed to confess on any of the 
rules that they might have broken.
Hinduism has many rituals that have a lot 
of scientific explanations behind them. 
For example, joining two palms facing one 
another triggers sensory nerves of eyes, brain 
and ears, which allows individuals to become 
alert and stay focused on the thing in front 
of them. This is why praying while joining 
hands is encouraged since it allows a person 
to stay focused.
In Islam, the fasts are done during Ramadan 
because fasting not only improves body 
functioning but also helps an individual 
understand the plight of people that cannot 
afford food. This is why a similar kind of 
fasting is also encouraged in Jainism.
Jainism also suggests not eating certain 
food as it kills a lot more microorganisms. 
However, they insist on avoiding onions and 
garlic since it causes crankiness and anger 
in an individual, which can cause problems 
for them in their personal lives. Similar 
messages are prevalent in Hinduism for the 
same reason.
The way government asks us to follow 
rules in order to avoid consequences, is 
comparable to religions, as they ask us to live 
life in a certain way to avoid consequences in 
the afterlife.
In 2006, a well-known book called The Secret 
by Rhonda Byrne came out, which suggested 
that if you want something, believe that you 
will get it, then believe that you have it and 
start living as if you got what you wanted, 
and the energy in the universe will bring it 
to you somehow. Praying is similar to that: 
when one prays and has strong faith in God, 
they believe God will help them. They start 
living with the confidence that their prayers 
will be answered. And when they receive an 
answer, they believe they have experienced a 
miracle from God.
Every religion in the world in a way talks 
about humanity, belief and respect; 
therefore, in a way, they are all similar. They 
are just different directions to the same 
destination.
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have grown to love sharing with 
others. It’s all about the self-com-
fort within oneself when it comes 
down to sharing cultural beliefs 
and practices, and providing 
positive, safe spots in which stu-
dents are not only able to par-
ticipate in their religion, but also 
feel encouraged; this enables 
openness. 

When Sampson was asked if 
she could expand on the type of 
requests that would be unlikely 
to be approved, there was a brief 
pause in the interview.

She sat in a momentary si-
lence, taking a few moments to 
pass the wall her thought-pro-
cess had hit. But that isn’t neces-
sarily a bad thing; her inability to 
respond to that question brings 
forth a heartening emotion as it 
demonstrates the failure to rec-
ollect a time in which a student 
has felt unaccommodated. The 
lack of response is evidence of 
the great job that the college 
and student union has done to 
meet the needs of students. 
According to Sampson, 
so long as the request is 
inclusive, and steers clear 
of any form of discrimi-
nation towards other reli-
gions, Fanshawe is more 
than happy to accommo-
date. 

Currently Fanshawe of-
fers a number of available 
student-run clubs, such as the 
Muslim Student Association, the 
Caribbean Association, and the 
African Association.

One of the most effective ways 
to promote this sort of diversity 
is by putting these options out 
there and keeping students in-
formed. When these clubs go 
out and put on events, it is the 
sort of attraction that grabs the 
attention of students and makes 
involvement alluring.

Sampson said it is even more 
helpful when there are students 
demonstrating a strong interest 
in sharing their cultural and reli-
gious background.

“The FSU really does promote 
that student leadership aspect, 
and we really like to see students 
that like to stand up and show 
what they believe in because we 
love to see passionate students 
on campus.”

Guess the message is: if you 
want it, come and get it.  Pat on 
the back, Fanshawe... Religion 
done well.

Days of discrimination and dis-
comfort are now times of the 
past, as open-mindedness and 
acceptance are the key play-
ers in the new age. With social 
movements and battles creating 
norms of those less-favoured 
ideals of the past, establish-
ments of all sorts are working 
in supporting the diverse range 
of religious beliefs of people by 
making accommodations and fa-
cilities increasingly common and 
easily accessible.

Fanshawe is no exception; it 
ensures that students have a safe 
place to exercise ones’ religious 
beliefs. By promoting unique 
religious and cultural practices 
throughout the campus, stu-
dents are encouraged to engage 
and explore new cultures. After 
all, that’s what being Canadian is 
all about: diversity and multicul-
turalism.

Fanshawe Student Union (FSU) 
Entertainment VP Morganna 
Sampson, thinks Fanshawe is 
doing a great job at creating a 
positive and encouraging envi-
ronment.

“Fanshawe and the FSU really 
do their best to create a space 
for everyone that is very inclu-
sive. We create a loving culture 
and we also offer tons of resourc-
es. It really is just an open-door 
policy, and anyone is welcomed 
to come with new ideas with 
events. We for sure want to pro-
mote anything positive for stu-
dents.”

The FSU hopes to see more 
willing students to approach 
the team with suggestions and 
ideas in supporting different 
religious practices, so that the 
appropriate steps can be taken 
to make things happen. It really 
just comes down to what the stu-
dents want.

Contrary to popular belief, 
academic accommodation is 
requested less than designated 
areas for students to exercise 
religious practices are, such as 
social and prayer rooms. In the 
past, students were more likely 
to take time off from school for 
religious beliefs, but it is increas-
ingly becoming a popular option 
for students to feel more com-
fortable in bringing their religion 
to school with them. The South 
Asian celebration, Holi, is one ex-
ample of the type of cultural cel-
ebrations that usual participates 
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in today’s day and age, the way sex and sexuality is portrayed has 
drastically shifted in many different aspects. One of the main ways 
in which this can be seen is through television and the develop-
ment and openness of the ways it is being seen more freely and 
acceptingly for all to see. In fact, it is fair to say that the way sex and 
sexuality is shown on TV has been an educating force to help the 
general public understand different elements of sex and sexuality 
and has opened the doors for more understanding and discus-
sion among peers. One can say that a main driving factor in the 

TV landscape that has shaped the cultural and sexual shift for today’s soci-
ety includes Degrassi. From the beginning when the show debuted in the 
‘80s and over the years and seasons, and up to today’s batch of episodes, 
Degrassi has been the show to discuss tough subjects, including that of 
sex and sexuality. The Interrobang spoke with Degrassi’s co-creator Linda 
Schuyler and actress Ana Golja, who plays Zoë Rivas in the shows latest pro-
duction, Degrassi: Next Class, about their thoughts and ideas of the show’s 
influence of this cultural shift of sex and sexuality being portrayed on TV.

“One of our core messages is to reassure young people that they are 
not alone,” Schuyler said. “That means when you’re going through your 
adolescence years, this is where your sexuality really starts to form (but for 
many people it’s formed earlier) but it’s during those adolescent years that 
they can start questioning their sexuality, wondering about it and so right 
from the early days of the Degrassi Classic, we wanted to reassure young 
people that they weren’t alone, that everybody is going through this and 
that it’s normal, it’s nothing to be ashamed of and if you feel that your 
sexuality is not in line with what your parents’ sexuality is, that’s okay.”

Schuyler said that although the show has represented a different num-
ber of topics including a transgender storyline, the show these days is fo-
cused on a number of topics including gender fluidity.

According to Schuyler, although the show has been speaking out and 
portraying different topics over the years, she doesn’t think the show is 
necessarily “ahead of the curve”.

“We try to stay very current with the shift in society and the acceptances 
and as the LGBTQ+ movement is moving and changing, we’re trying to 
keep pace with that in our show,” Schuyler said.

Schuyler also said that the team is focused on keeping up with the news 
and trying to make sure what it portrayed in the show is current and up to 
date.

Degrassi also partners with the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Def-
amation (GLADD) in the U.S. to help review the material that the show 
wants to include within in their episodes. This helps make sure they have 
the guidelines and correct information when trying to include any subject 
related to the LGBTQ+ community. Schuyler said the crew also works with 
local councellors and school guidance when dealing with such topics.

“We do our best and we talk to young people themselves who are tran-
sitioning or dealing with whatever where they are on the sexual spectrum,” 
Schuyler said.

Education is key for both creating the program, as well as hopefully al-
lowing the audience to learn as well.

“Our goal is not in any way to be judgmental, our goal is to be accepting 
and to show as many facets of the dialogue as we can, and hopefully this is 
really helpful to young people who find themselves going through similar 
situations that the dialogues and discussions they see on Degrassi, can feel 

Golja said that although she does not identify as a lesbian herself, she 
doesn’t have any fear in playing Zoë. 

“[I] did have to see things from a different perspective, there was no fear 
but I just wanted to make sure that there are people, girls, guys, out there 
who connect to this characters in one way or another,” Golja said.

According to Golja, just like her character, she didn’t see the lesbian sto-
ryline coming, so it was a journey of both actress and character to take in 
figuring things out and growing.

Golja used experiences from her personal life with friends and brought 
as much as she could to bring this new side of her character to life.

According to Golja, the feedback has been really positive and she’s hap-
py that people are connecting with Zoë during this huge chapter in her 
life. Some fans have even told Golja that Zoë’s coming out storyline is even 
helping them with their own life.

 “One thing that I wanted to make sure was I didn’t treat the character 
any differently than I would any character because at the end of the day 
they’re all people and I think that’s what in our society, people are starting 
to realize that. But definitely with Zoë, I didn’t really approach her in a dif-
ferent way when she came out as a lesbian and I will continue to do that. 
She’s just a girl who was lost for a little bit and now finally found her voice 
and is owning it.”

Melissa Novacaska | Interrobang

Seeing the way one show culturally 
shifted sexuality displayed on TV

authentic to them and maybe help them in their life,” Schuyler said.
According to Schuyler, though the show has been successful due to its 

content, and making sure it’s all about reassuring young people that they 
are not alone, the show is also about showing fun, day-to-day real life.

“That means we can’t shy away from the big issues and sexuality being 
one of the biggest, but also, it’s very important to us that we have lots of 
fun with our show too,” Schuyler said. “The important subject matters are 
of course the driving force of Degrassi, but we’re also trying to give a bit 
of slice of life at the adolescent experience as well, so all can relate to it.”

Schuyler said that as long as the research for the show is done correctly, 
then there is no fear presenting it on screen.

“I feel as long as we do our job as producers by being as even handed as 
we can in disseminating our information, then I’m not afraid of any of the 
topics that we take on, but we have to do our homework first and we have 
to make sure that we are presenting a balanced story line,” Schuyler said.

Schuyler said the material not only needs to flow, but it needs to be 
created and shown to the public in the right time frame.

“Fortunately the world is not static and it’s always changing, so we 
might revisit some of the same topics, but each story is unique because it 
comes from a particular time and a particular place and from a particular 
character,” Schuyler said.

Ana Golja, who plays Zoë Rivas, a character who at one point 
comes out as a lesbian, has similar thoughts to Schuyler.

“You’ve definitely seen a huge progression, we’ve come a 
long way of the LGBTQ+ community, in terms of its repre-
sentation on television has really come a long way and I do 
think that Degrassi was a trailblazer for that,” Golja said.

“Zoë was originally straight and then found herself not 
really connecting with people anymore and connecting 
with people in a different way than expecting to and 
then she comes out as lesbian.”

ender bias and dominance in the classroom is a familiar notion; however, it 
is not addressed as often as it should be. Diversity is important, and aside 
from race, sexual orientation or gender, everyone is different as a person. It 
is important to gather as many diverse and unique personalities as we can 

to create a variety of perspectives. Males and females are already diverse 
from each other physically and mentally and it is vital to have a workplace 

and classroom with variety.
Many classes have a dominating gender, for example the fashion industry arts 

typically carries more females than males or an engineering class usually has a 
dominating male population. When people think of a fashion designer, au-

tomatically, (most) people think of a woman. Why? 
Louise Marchand, a graduate from the fashion design program at 

Fanshawe, who is currently a student researcher at the college spoke 
about why she believes the program is predominantly female. 

“I think there is a gender dominance in some programs in post sec-
ondary that correlate with stereotypes in society. Although this is 

slowly changing, many students still gravitate towards these cate-
gories. Often students can also be talked out of their area of in-
terest because of the views and opinions of those around them.” 

She mentioned how when growing up, naturally students are 
led into interests reflecting their gender stereotype. This is be-
cause of societal norms, poor judgment and in some cases bul-
lying. Similar to how coming out of the closet was made a diffi-
cult process, enjoying a field, which diverted from your gender, 
was uncommon.

Marchand used the example of how many boys may not 
enter the fashion industry because it would be identified as 
“less manly” to their male friends. She believes peer pressure 
can be a deciding factor in what to pursue in post secondary.

Marchand said according to her experience in the fashion 
design program, she believed the entire fashion industry 
aside from classrooms, is female dominated. Although, she 

went on to say, “However many of the higher positions in the 
industry are held by men.”

Marchand said this has a foundation in gender roles in society 
and families.

“Fewer young boys are encouraged to care about their appear-
ance and taste in clothes; however, young girls are always encour-

aged to care.” The media impacts males as well as females; there 
is constant societal pressure on girls starting at a young age to 

look and act a certain way. For a long time specific job titles have been assigned 
to a specific gender. 

“Female equality is arguably still not a reality, and women in industries that 
are male dominated have worked hard to gain their place and be accepted as 
equals in their field,” Merchand added. Some of the bias in gender roles is nor-
mal and natural according to Marchand, while most women have a “biological 
predisposition to be more caring and therefore go into health fields”. To 
help make this change and slowly evolve our community into unclas-
sified classrooms, without a dominating gender, schools should 
encourage the minorities in each program. There are currently 
more programs coming into effect that promote certain fields for 
all genders. For example, engineering summer camps for girls. 
Marchand believes that integrating more gender-neutral compo-
nents are the elementary stages that would help combat this 
problem. Many people are too afraid of exploring their talents 
and skills because society has created an unspoken barrier 
within genders. Subconsciously limiting our abilities, despite 
gender, is not encouraging and it is restraining people from 
doing things they love and living out dreams. 

Slowly, accepting beliefs that were never practiced be-
fore is getting easier. Change is evolving with time. For 
every class and job to become equal among all genders 
will take time but we are on a safe road, regardless of its 
pace, we are still moving.

Classic Classified Classrooms

Ajiitha Anand | Interrobang
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More international students who 
are coming to Canada for the first 
time are facing the culture shock. 
Living in a place with a vastly dif-
ferent culture can lead to disorienta-
tion, causing many to feel lost. 

Tizy Varghese, an international 
student at Fanshawe shared her ex-
perience about moving to Canada.

“I come from Mumbai, which is 
a busy city in India. When I came to 
Canada it was really hard for me to 
adapt to the climate and living here, 
but as an international student I am 
surviving,” Varghese said. “I was 
really excited about being in a new 
country and was dreaming of snow 
but after a point of time I was [suf-
fering from] depression and loneli-
ness but the studies and everything 
keeps you going and busy.”

According to the Canadian Bu-
reau of International Education 
(CBIE), culture shock refers to the 
feeling when one experiences a cul-
tural environment that is different 
than what they are used to.

“To manage the Canadian culture 
wasn’t difficult for me, I am just go-
ing with the flow, but some slangs 
are different here from India,” Var-
ghese said. “It’s an ongoing experi-
ence, I am not sure if I have learned 
everything about Canada because it 
will take time for anyone to learn 
the new culture and their practices.”

Language is certainly one barrier 
to communication across cultures, 
but not the only one. Arriving in 
Canada for the first time can also 
lead to stress for students in regards 
to non-verbal communication ac-

cording to the CBIE. 
“As an international student, hon-

estly, I felt London was a bit racist, 
I have experienced a little bit but 
not like in a harsh manner which 
is the only problem I faced here,” 
Varghese said. “Also, the transport 
here is very different compared to 
the place where I come from, it took 
me some time to learn the transport 
system here.”

According to CBIE, experiencing 
culture shock is completely normal, 
when you have traveled a long way 
to arrive in Canada, leaving behind 
not only family and friends, but also 
the culture you have grown up with. 
Culture shock is particularly com-
mon in the early part of your Cana-
dian journey, and overtime you will 
come to be more comfortable with 
your life in Canada.

“Being organized, responsible 
and adapting everything from the 
rules and regulations to the life-
style in this country is key to suc-
cess, you should always be ready 
for any kind of change,” Varghese 
said. “I haven’t decided my future 
goals yet, I am just going with my 
studies, probably I will try settling 
down here but am not sure about 
my future as of now I’m concerned 
about completing my course with 
good academic standing.” 

International students always are 
encouraged to take advantage of 
the regular orientation sessions and 
ongoing counselling services of-
fered by the college, where you can 
obtain valuable information about 
Canada and ask questions about liv-
ing here. Then you will be prepared 
to cope with the differences you en-
counter. 

International students coming to 
Canada: Why more students are 
experiencing culture shock

SUBATHRA VARADHARAJ
INTERROBANG

The beauty of correcting

At every point in one’s life, peo-
ple face some sort of struggle with 
pigmentation in their complexion. 
Whether it be dark circles under the 
eyes, redness on the cheeks or an 
overall sallowness to the skin, peo-
ple try to over compensate by using 
an extremely heavy foundation. 
While full coverage foundations 
can look beautiful, they are not nec-
essary to fix pigmentation concerns. 
There are now tons of lightweight 
makeup correctors that can be worn 
alone or underneath foundations. 

Makeup correctors go right back 
to colour theory, where certain co-
lours cancel out others. Green can-
cels redness, lavender cancels out 
yellow (sallowness) and orange 
cancels out purple (dark circles). 
These correctors come in many tex-
tures like creams, liquids and even 
powders, all of which have different 
levels of intensity, creams being the 
most pigmented. 

Brands like Lise Watier, Smash-
box and NYX all make excellent 
colour correcting “sticks” that have 
beautiful pigments and are super 
easy to blend.

For those with dark circles, start 
by applying a hydrating eye cream 
and then apply an orange cream cor-
rector directly under the eye. Taking 
a fluffy brush, start to blend out the 
corrector in a circular motion (this 

will create an airbrush finish) and 
then set with a loose powder. 

Once it is set, you will notice the 
darkness will have diminished sub-
stantially. Finish everything off by 
applying your favourite concealer 
and your dark circles will have dis-
appeared.

For any sort of redness, you 
would follow pretty much the same 
steps except you would use the 
green or yellow corrector. If you 
have a fairer skin tone, a green cor-
rector may be too intense and could 
leave a hue of green, even after you 
blend on a foundation. If this is the 
case, substitute the green corrector 
with a yellow corrector as it will 
have the same effect but will be eas-
ier to camouflage. 

Sallowness in the skin doesn’t 
have an exact method to how you 
apply the corrector, as everyone’s 
skin will vary with this pigmenta-
tion issue. Anywhere on your face 
where you feel your skin looks dull 
or lacks luster, apply a small amount 
of lavender coloured corrector and 
blend with a fluffy brush. When us-
ing this corrector, you must apply 
some sort of foundation, powder or 
tinted moisturizer on top to blend 
out the purple hue.

If you have any issues with pig-
mentation in your complexion, 
don’t try to conceal it with extreme-
ly heavy foundations as they can 
be uncomfortable and not look the 
most natural. Try neutralizing these 
concerns with lightweight colour 
correctors. By doing so, you can 
achieve a flawless, clean complex-
ion. 

JOSHUA R. 
WALLER
BEAUTY BOY

In an effort to gain more females 
interest in the world of carpentry, 
Fanshawe introduced a pilot project 
of a women-oriented learning expe-
rience.

According to the program’s de-
scription, Women in Carpentry, 
is designed to provide a hands on 
learning experience for women 
interested in construction, while 
in a female friendly and support-
ive environment. It allows females 
to not only learn and excel in the 
world of trades, but to let them feel 
comfortable and supported while in 
Fanshawe’s residential construction 
and renovations programs.

The initiative, which began last 
September, will continue on next 
year due to the positive feedback 
from stakeholders, Steve Gedies, 
professor of construction carpentry 
techniques said.

The program is offered either as a 
one or two year program.

According to Gedies, the initia-
tive was a response to the low num-
ber of women who were applying to 
the department.

“Our goal was to have women 
feel invited, feel comfortable in 
learning this type of field, in the 
construction sector. So our idea is 
to create a window of opportunity, 
three courses out of the potential 
24 courses, (if they are doing the 
two year program), where it would 
be in an area that would be female 
friendly, it would be a curriculum 
designed and administered towards 
women because we believe that 
they learn differently from past 
experience and research,” Gedies 
said.

Gedies said that the project is to 
also help relieve real and perceived 
barriers that exist in the field, as 
well as build the skills and confi-

dence needed for the industry.
Gedies hopes that this will help 

so when everyone is working to-
gether, the respect and integrity is 
earned since the skills set is already 
present and strong.

According to Gedies, bursaries 
and mentoring opportunities for 
those taking part in the initiative 
from the stakeholders as well.

Jessica Bell, a first year student 
who is part of the project said she 
thinks the initiative is a good way 
to encourage the number of wom-
en enrolling in the program, since 
roughly 10 women initially signed 
up for the program, but only four 
showed up.

“I think whatever it takes to get 
numbers up and have people going 
after what they want to do, it helps,” 
Bell said.

Emily Chartrand, another student 
in the program enjoys her time at 
Fanshawe and is enthusiastic about 
the project.

“When I was in high school, I 
was surrounded by all guys and 
they would always make me feel 
like I couldn’t do anything the way 
they were, like I couldn’t hold a 
two by four because I wasn’t strong 
enough, but here I have so much 
more confidence and so much more 
fun,” Chartrand said.

Chartrand is confident in the 
skills she has gained so far in her 
courses, which she’s looking for-
ward to putting to good use this 
summer.

Chrissy Dube, a third student of 
the quartet said she also enjoys the 
program since the group is able to 
attend workshops and events where 
they can meet with others in their 
field, and those who are already in 
the workforce.

“I think it’s cool,” Dube said. 
“There’s a lot more room for trial 
and error.”

The three women all agree that 
the initiate allows for a less pres-

sured learning experience, with 
Chartrand stating it’s a warm envi-
ronment where they can feel free to 
ask any questions they need.

According to Dube, it’s a much 
more open environment, since men 
typically don’t as many questions. 
“I think if the guys were here, I 
would start second guessing more 
though because it’s another set of 
eyes watching you,” Dube said. 
“We do our stuff differently.”

“Whenever we start something 
that is group oriented, we always 
sit down and plan everything out 
instead of kind of just jumping at it, 
so we’ll plan ahead and make sure 
we kind of have all the information 
we need before we go ahead and 
start swinging hammers,” Bell said.

All three women are happy they 
chose to take the program, and are 
learning so much in such a short 
period of time. They’ve worked on 
a number of projects already, and 
showed the Interrobang a shed they 
were working on.

One main focus both Gedies and 
the three women pointed out is that 
it’s not necessarily a “girl power” or 
a “girls are better than guys” initia-
tive, but rather one that encourages 
women to go after their construc-
tion passions and to feel their best 
while working in the industry.

“It’s just we’re doing what we 
want to do,” Dube said.

Bell thinks that perhaps people 
shouldn’t focus so much on the 
gender aspect of the project since it 
raises flags for some people. 

“It’s about being comfortable and 
coming to Fanshawe to learn, which 
is what’s important about it,” Bell 
said.

“The goals is that it’s seamless,” 
Gedies said. “It’s a simple concept. 
Let’s make this an inviting place for 
everybody and that’s what we’re 
doing. It’s a conscientious effort to 
do that, but it seems to be working 
well.” 

Fanshawe introduces Women 
in Carpentry pilot project

CREDIT: MELISSA NOVACASKA
Jessica Bell (left), Chrissy Dube (middle) and Emily Chartrand (right) are three students who are taking part in Fanshawe’s Women 
in Carpentry initiative, that includes female focused courses for women interested in the construction and renovation industry.

MELISSA NOVACASKA 
INTERROBANG
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Sudoku Puzzle

Word Search

Cryptogram

Puzzle rating:  Very Hard
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 grid contains 
the digits 1 through 9. That means no number is repeated in any column, 
row or box. Solution on page 17

VALENTINE’S DAY
(Words in parentheses not in puzzle)

Admirer
Amorous
Be Mine
Candy
Card

Cupid
Flowers
Heart
Kiss
Love

Passion
Rose
Smitten
Sweetheart
Wooer

Across
1. Master of fugues
5. Snake sound
9. Forest growth
13. Empty hall phenomenon
14. Flat fish
15. Complain loudly
16. “The Old Roman” in American 
League Baseball
19. Corny bit?
20. Cowpoke’s charge
21. Poetic time of day
22. Bleach target
24. Pale lager
26. Frequently, in verse
29. Greek vowels
31. Prized mushroom
32. Writer of the first set of official 
baseball rules
37. Reddish-brown
38. Most important

39. Plumbing problem
41. Bases-loaded home run
45. After the bell
46. Bird sound
47. Mob member
49. One with a signature role?
50. Type of pen
54. Deer hunter’s prize
56. Versatile truck, informally
57. Fingerprint, perhaps
59. Pressed
63. Twice named Major League 
Baseball an All-star player in 2002 and 
2005
66. Mysterious
67. Endeavor
68. Home of about 60% of the world’s 
population
69. Gaelic tongue
70. Dealer in futures?
71. Certain noble

Down
1. Rock guitarist Jeff of The Yardbirds
2. Feel the pain
3. Give a grilling?
4. Orchestra section
5. Sounds of laughter
6. Part of a foot
7. African veranda
8. Ele3cted to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame in 1963
9. New title after a union
10. Like some brewing containers
11. Kitchen strainer
12. More subtle
14. First National Baseball League 
player to surpass 500 career home 
runs
17. Biblical outcast
18. Twiddled one’s thumbs
23. To-do list items
25. Exxon Valdez mishap
26. Blade in a lock
27. Scourge
28. Elevator used by skiers
30. Wheat variety
33. Pass
34. Indian nursemaids
35. Certain tide
36. Airport assignment
40. Author Kesey
42. V-shaped cut
43. Lace mats
44. It’s revolting
48. Attire
50. Railroad flare
51. It’s a knockout
52. Longing looks
53. Living proof?
55. Rocky Mountain goat’s cousin
58. Alternatively
60. Rocket launcher
61. “National Velvet” author Bagnold
62. 6/6/1944
64. Roll-call response
65. Bud holder?

Crossword Puzzle

Aries (March 21 - April 19) 
Dig in and get things done. 

Whether you are learning, taking 
on a physical challenge or making 
important changes to your lifestyle 
or your beliefs, don’t stop until you 
feel satisfied and fulfilled. Don’t 
fold under pressure. If someone puts 
demands on you, offer what you can, 
but don’t make promises or commit-
ments. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Having a realistic approach re-

garding your goals will help you 
avoid frustration and becoming dis-
couraged. Presenting what you have 
to offer prematurely will be your 
downfall. Conversations with peo-
ple who have more experience will 
prove interesting as well as valuable; 
however, they may be outdated or 
exaggerated. 

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Take charge and show everyone 

what you have to offer. Your input 
and enthusiasm will result in greater 
popularity. Take advantage of your 
good fortune, and bring about the 
changes you feel are needed. You’ll 
have to come up with some unique 
ideas if you don’t want someone to 
step in and take over. 

Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Look for the good in everyone. 

Be patient, but don’t feel the need 
to take part in something that you 
know isn’t right for you. Moder-
ation will be in your best interest. 
Emotions will take over on the 14th 

if you don’t separate truth from fan-
tasy. Making assumptions will turn 
into a costly exercise that will set 
you back. 

Leo (July 23 - August 22)
Take ownership of whatever you 

do. Follow through with your plans, 
and be proud of your accomplish-
ments. Forge ahead and make the 
changes that will contribute to your 
personal happiness. Love is encour-
aged. Secrets will lead to trouble. 

Virgo (August 23 - Sept. 22)
Don’t tempt fate. Do what you say 

you are going to do. Honesty and 
integrity will keep you out of trou-
ble and help you avoid a loss. You 
cannot buy love, but you can earn it. 
Don’t make promises or take on re-
sponsibilities that are likely to leave 
you in a vulnerable position.

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)
Your charm and novel way of per-

suading others to do and see things 
your way will give you the edge. 
Social events will lead to interesting 
encounters that can prove beneficial. 
An emotional situation at home will 
leave you in an awkward position. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)
Keep an open mind, but be care-

ful not to give in to someone just 
to keep the peace. Difficulties with 
someone you love will test your pa-
tience. Don’t get angry; offer entice-
ments. Communication problems 
can be expected. Listen carefully, 
take notes and get any promises of-
fered in writing.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
A desire to incorporate a serious 

approach to the way you handle im-
portant relationships will surface. 
Listen to your heart, and follow 
through with honesty and a firm 
commitment. You can wheel and 
deal and cut corners if you make 
adjustment to the way or where you 
live — and with whom. 

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan.19)
Don’t feel pressured into doing 

things you don’t care to do. Stick 
close to home, and avoid dealing 
with institutions. Expect someone 
to make a last-minute change on the 
14th that will catch you off guard. 
Don’t flinch; just continue along the 
path you have chosen until you com-
plete your journey. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
Make personal changes to the way 

you live, how you look or the way 
you plan to move forward. The de-
cisions you make will lead to a more 
productive and progressive lifestyle. 
Be careful when dealing with peers 
or people from your past. 

Pisces (Feb. 18 - March 20)
If you want to make changes you 

are best to sit down and go over the 
blueprint you have come up with 
carefully. You’ll have a tendency to 
be unrealistic, and leaving no room 
for error will be necessary if you are 
going to be successful. Get involved 
in activities that will open a window 
of opportunity into something un-
usual.

Notes:

Solution on page 17Solution on page 17

XSMWRL PMVV RKX I K X X K Q 

JKLHMXK CYQ KOOCQXL XC 

MTHQCEK X S K T.  - -  PMVV Q C R KQ L

______ ____ ___ ______

_______ ___ _______ __

_______ ____. - -  ____ ______
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We are now over a month into 2017, 
and the art of creating, recording and 
publishing music is constantly im-
proving, and has never been easier.  
The music industry has certainly 
taken a few golden steps away from 
the years of demo recordings onto 
old audiocassette tapes, constantly 
rewinding and overdubbing when 
tape grew short. Now, some ways to 
record music can be as easy as plug-
ging a guitar into a computer.

“I find it easier now because we 
all have access to new recording 
gear that just lets you pop whatev-
er you’re playing into a session on 
ProTools to write with, and that’s a 
tool that a lot of people didn’t have 
years ago so it definitely would have 
been easier to write in a large group 
or band but now anyone can just do 
it alone because we have so much 
access,” said Brock Phelan, current 
student of music industry arts (MIA) 
at Fanshawe. 

Creating music directly from your 
computer is now an option for those 
who don’t have access to real instru-
ments. They help to give more elec-
tronic and pre-recorded instruments 
than most musicians know how to 
play. 

Nicholas Green, an independent 
musician, recently released his first 
solo EP, created entirely from the 
free Apple program, Garage Band. 

“When I started recording I had a 
keyboard that had a plug-in micro-
phone into my computer to literally 
record my piano playing. But when I 
bought my Mac, using Garage Band 
I realized I could create every sound 
I want right from the program itself, 
and I’ve never really needed to use 
anything else,” Green said.

Programs, equipment and instru-
ments have also become materials, 
which no longer require thousands of 
dollars to obtain, as specialty stores, 
and unique publishers have made 
them readily and affordably avail-
able. 

“I definitely rely on technology 
heavily when I’m writing and re-
cording. I have a Scarlett interface 
with a NT1 RODE microphone that 
probably cost $600 maximum, and 
drum samples nowadays can even 
sound so realistic, that you can make 
a drum sample sound like a real one 
to the every day consumers ear,” 
Phelan said.

Publishing and finding a source 
to get people listening to your mu-
sic has also become easier, with free 
hosting websites and apps, such as 
Bandcamp or Soundcloud. 

“Bandcamp makes it as easy as 
possible to really do everything 
yourself, although you won’t have 
the major advertising or marketing 
behind it you can be in complete 
control if you want to,” Green said. 
Bandcamp is a website with the pur-
pose of giving direct support to artists 
directly from fans. It is free to make 

an account, and also free to upload 
music for the sake of others down-
loading for free. When tacked on 
with a price, Bandcamp will charge a 
15 per cent difference, allowing art-
ists to take 85 per cent profit on their 
music supplied to millions of people. 

“I find that often a local artist can 
get very caught up in the rush of on-
line marketing, and will often just get 
turned into another Facebook post 
that people scroll past. I think for a 
local artist, it can actually be just as 
beneficial to go out and market your-
self in person, and just play shows 
as much as possible,” Phelan said.  
Many other sites also help pay artists 
in turn for publishing their music on 
them. Apple Music pays its artists 
around 70 per cent depending on 
ownership and revenue, while Spo-
tify pays its artists per stream play 
at an average payout of $0.004891 
according to the website. Sights such 
as these are often only beneficial to 
artists with an already large social 
following. 

“People buying your music is 
another story because more people 
are making music now more than 
ever thanks to technology, so supply 
can be much greater than demand,” 
Green said.

Bands and artists have now been 
using social media to locate other 
local artists to play and create music 
with.

“Even if you’re outside of MIA 
building that network of very hard-
working people is beneficial because 
their attitude rubs off and affects you 
too and makes you want to try hard-
er.”

Creating secondary media such as 
videos to go along with music have 
also become easy and popular thanks 
to free hosting websites such as You-
Tube.

“If you’re a musician, it is 100 per 
cent important to have a network of 
other people who make and create 
music that push you everyday to 
create more and try new things that 
they’re trying,” Phelan said.

You can find Phelan’s band 
Faux Claire on Facebook at 
f a c e b o o k . c o m / F a u x C l a i r e . 
Green’s EP can be found at his 
Bandcamp at thegreenroom2.band-
camp.com/album/wave-after-wave. 

The Space Between Us is a ro-
mantic science fiction film set in 
the future about the relationship 
between two teenagers: Gardner 
Elliot, a boy who grows up in iso-

lation on Mars and a girl named 
Tulsa from Colorado raised in the 
foster care system. 

The film opens with a press event 
directly preceding the deployment 
of six astronauts who are to live on 
Mars. 

Following the deployment it 
is discovered that Sarah Elliot is 
pregnant. Nathaniel Shepherd and 
other NASA employees deliberate 
over the inevitable biological com-
plications and potential public rela-
tions strategies, ultimately deciding 
to keep it a secret. 

Sixteen years after he’s born, 
Gardner, having been raised by sci-
entists, is a brilliant teenager who 
starts to engage in rebellious be-
havior, seeking information about 
his parents and using the Internet 
to form a relationship with Tulsa, 
telling her they can’t meet because 
he has a disease that confines him 
to his home. 

Eventually it is decided that 
Gardner should go to Earth and 
he undergoes an operation allow-
ing his body to withstand the new 
conditions. Upon arriving he is 
quarantined for further observation 
to ensure the operation’s success. 
He escapes the hospital and meets 
Tulsa at her high school. The two 

go on the run together in search of 
Gardner’s father while being pur-
sued by Shepherd and NASA.

The cinematography in The 
Space Between Us is calming and 
beautiful with interesting angles, 
clean pans and plenty of stun-
ning aerial views that facilitate a 
thought provoking “big picture” 
perspective. There are incredible 
outer space sequences and great 
science fiction settings, space ships 
and technologies. The movie con-
tains a remarkable variety of set-
tings as Gardner and Tulsa travel 
the U.S., traversing gorgeous rural 
landscapes, luxurious beaches and 
making stops at locations as varied 
as Las Vegas and the Grand Can-
yon. 

The fact that two teenagers man-
age to evade NASA and visit what 
seems like every conceivable land-
mark in the U.S., traveling great 
distances in an impossible amount 
of time with little money, is just 
one of many ways that the film 
trades logic and realism for dramat-
ic convenience. 

The first half of this film when 
Gardner is confided to Mars feels 
like a cool, well done science fic-
tion movie innocently targeting a 
young adult audience. By the sec-

ond half when Gardner arrives on 
Earth, the movie begins to devolve 
into emotionally manipulative pan-
dering so transparent that it be-
comes a laughable parody of itself, 
becoming progressively sappier 
at a steady pace that quickly turns 
into a steep decline. 

The funniest/most cringe-worthy 
parts of the movie are its absurd at-
tempts to depict high school. Tulsa, 
alone in a classroom, notices a pia-
no, plays a few notes and then sits 
down to start playing a song. Sud-
denly a group of boys outside the 
window start laughing at her antag-
onistically. So she gets up and runs 
out the door, gets on her motorcycle 
and rides off while the boys chase 
after her laughing. I don’t think I 
need to convince anyone that this 
is not the way adolescent boys treat 
pretty girls in high school.

The cast of The Space Between 
Us is great, though severely limit-
ed by corny, unbelievable dialogue. 
Asa Butterfield is perfect for his 
role, nailing the balance between 
relatable, awkward quirkiness and 
boyish charm. 

Tulsa, played by Britt Robertson, 
is younger than 18, but she looks 
like she is in her 30s. You adjust 
pretty quickly though, and it is for-

givable because she is convincing 
as a smart, troubled, cynical teen-
age girl. 

Gary Oldman delivers an im-
peccable performance as Nathanial 
Shepherd, bringing plenty of depth 
to his character. He has a remark-
able way of communicating vol-
umes beyond his (unfortunately 
cheesy) dialogue. 

While some actors (like Janet 
Montgomery as Sarah Elliot) have 
great technique yet still somehow 
deliver a flat performance, Oldman 
has clearly mastered both acting 
technique and character develop-
ment and is a pleasure to watch.

The soundtrack of The Space 
Between Us facilitates a reflective 
mood and ties the film together 
aesthetically. The score, made up 
of calming string compositions 
with underlying ambient synths 
that compliment them in a way that 
lends to the modern, sci-fi aesthet-
ic, comes off as original and inten-
tional. During emotionally charged 
sequences, there are pop songs that 
feel thoughtfully selected as they 
are not overly recognizable and 
play an integral role in producing 
the sappy emotions that the film 
forces on you. 

The ease of creating music in 2017 

MITCH VOLLMER
INTERROBANG

CHRIS RUSSELL
INTERROBANG

She may not ride on a broomstick, 
but Elaine, the eponymous main 
character of director Anna Biller’s 
The Love Witch, epitomizes every-
thing it means to be a witch. She is 
entirely self-serving, independent 
and most dangerously of all, shame-
lessly dripping with sexual liberty. 

At two solid hours, The Love 
Witch’s plot tends to run a bit thin. 
However, the crux of the story re-
mains clear as Elaine flaunts her 
firm body while casting out love 
spells like parade confetti to droves 
of flustered men: in the battle of the 
sexes, who holds the winning hand? 

Gloriously filmed with a now 
rare 35-millimetre camera, every 
cinematographic detail of The Love 
Witch has been painstakingly de-
signed by Biller to emulate visual 
cues such as trance-like editing and 
eye-popping technicolours from the 
sexploitation genre of yore. Span-
ning from the ‘60s to late ‘80s, 
these B-class movies depended on 
promises of deviant sexuality to get 
audiences’ attention. The degree to 
which they delivered varies, but The 
Love Witch pays homage to those 
few films, which actually managed 
to sneak in a frank examination of 
cultural attitudes towards gender and 
sexuality.

Played by Samantha Robinson in 
her debut performance, Elaine is de-
termined to start a new Californian 
life after the abrupt death of her hus-
band. Her modus operandi: to find 

“true love”.  
According to her coven, the key to 

a man’s heart is through hot, steamy 
sex. Elaine, wanting the instant grat-
ification of a man’s emotional de-
votion instead, takes to speeding up 
the process by casting love spells, 
but then finds that her own brand of 
magic is fatally potent. 

Elaine’s turmoil stems from her 
inability to accept that a man would 
ever see the person she is beyond her 
Elvira-style wig and makeup, and 
suddenly after an hour of meander-
ing, The Love Witch demands that 
we mull over why so many women 
are taught to use their sexuality as 
a means to gain power. Moreover, 
from where does this lesson origi-
nate? Even the clueless Elaine un-
consciously rolls her eyes when the 
male leader of her coven preaches it. 

Driven to near madness by her 
inane fantasies of a prince on a white 
horse, Elaine’s viewpoint directly 
subverts the male gaze historically 
embodied by sexploitation titles. As 
a female looking out into the patriar-
chy, she faintly senses she deserves 
better than objectification, but is 
unequipped to articulate her suspi-
cion. She continues on, confined 
to parameters that inform her she 
has a choice between being a witch 
and being nothing at all, leaving us 
to hold our heads in our hands and 
wonder if there is any truth at all to 
the rumours we hear today of sexu-
al female empowerment. The Love 
Witch is a visual pleasure to watch, 
but it is certainly one of bleakest, 
most innovative horror movies to 
come out in quite some time.   

ANGELA MCINNES
FEAR FOR THOUGHT

The Space Between Us is an astounding, accidental parody of itself 

The Love Witch casts a 
spell of dark feminism

CREDIT:  OSCILLOSCOPE LABORATORIES, 2016
The Love Witch addresses very modern issues in a very retro way.

CREDIT: STX ENTERTAINMENT 
The Space Between Us is a truly unique 
and fascinating failure that delivers a 
gorgeous visual experience and plenty 
of cringe.

CREDIT: MITCH VOLLMER
Professional sounding music can now be at the fingertips of anyone with the readily 
available softwares now available.
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Year after year, the London 
Knights have been a force to reck-
on with in the Ontario Hockey 
League (OHL). Whether it’s great 
coaching, good draft instincts or 
players reaching their full poten-
tial, the Knights are always good. 
The winning culture in London 
was on full display last year, when 
they brought home the franchise’s 
second Memorial Cup. 

It’s a lofty goal, but anything 
less than another CHL Champi-
onship would be a disappointment 
to the London brass. However, the 
great thing about junior hockey is 
that anyone can beat anyone in a 
seven game series. In that spirit, 
what teams could compete with 
London for an OHL Championship 
this post-season?

Erie Otters
London might be deeper than 

Erie up and down the lineup, but 
no one can compete with the top 
offensive talent of the Otters. This 
is a team that has continuously 
produced some of the league’s top 
talent; just look at where Connor 
McDavid is now. What pushes Erie 
over the top this year is the return 
of Arizona first rounder Dylan 
Strome. He joins the top two scor-
ers in the OHL in Taylor Raddysh 
(TB ’16) and Alex DeBrincat (CHI 
’16) to round out the best first line 
in the CHL.

At the deadline, the Otters ac-
quired well-rounded forward An-
thony Cirelli (TB ’15) and big de-
fenseman Cameron Lizotte to play 
with veteran Darren Raddysh. Af-
ter falling short the last two years, 
it’s make-or-break time for the Ot-
ters this year. They have both the 
talent and the experience to push 
London to the brink in a playoff 
series.

Windsor Spitfires
With home-ice advantage lock-

ing them a berth in the 2017 Me-
morial Cup, the Windsor Spit-
fires are win or bust come playoff 
time, and they are elite at all ends 
of the rink. On the front end, the 
addition of gold medalist Jeremy 
Bracco (TOR ’15) at the deadline 
will be a huge addition, while Ga-
briel Vilardi is a guaranteed top 10 
pick in the 2017 Draft. They have a 
core of players who can both score 

and bring toughness to the team, 
headlined by Jeremiah Addison 
and Cristiano Digiacinto, this will 
be huge in the aggressive nature of 
the playoffs.

First-rounders Mikhail Ser-
gachev (MTL ’16) and Logan 
Brown (WPG ’16) headline argu-
ably the best defensive core in the 
league. Meanwhile, goaltender 
Michael DiPietro leads the OHL in 
save percentage and goals against 
average. They’re hard to score on, 
and with new additions of Bracco 
and Julius Nattinen (ANA ’15) up 
front, they should have no trouble 
scoring goals. They haven’t been 
playing their best hockey lately, 
but if they can turn it around, this 
is a tough team to beat.

Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds
Sault Ste. Marie doesn’t quite 

have the depth of London or Erie, 
but they’re still a good team. They 
were surprisingly quiet at the trade 
deadline, but they have a potent 
offensive group, capable of scor-
ing goals at a rapid pace. Zach Se-
nyshyn (BOS ’15), who was a snub 
from Team Canada, has scored 30 
goals in 42 games, while Bobby 
MacIntyre boasts 63 points in 43 
games, good enough for eighth in 
the league. Throw Blake Speers in 
there, who spent time in New Jer-
sey and on Team Canada this sea-
son, and you have one of the best 
top three in the OHL.

Their goaltending is sound, and 
defensemen Noah Carroll (CAR 
’16), Colton White (NJ ’15) and 
Gustav Bouramman (MIN ’15) 
round out an impressive defensive 
core. I would not be overly sur-
prised if they were playing for a 

Memorial Cup in May, I just don’t 
think they can match up with Lon-
don or Erie on paper.

Owen Sound Attack
At the beginning of the season, 

I did not expect Owen Sound to be 
as dominant as they are today. The 
Attack had won 15 games in a row 
before London broke the streak 
in a shootout on Jan. 28. During 
that streak, they beat both Sault 
Ste. Marie and Windsor handily. 
They’re physical, fast and young, 
with 17 players born in 1998 or lat-
er. Their prospect pool is the deep-
est in the league and boasts three of 
the top 15 scorers in the OHL. That 
includes 17-year-old Nick Suzuki 
Petrus Palmu and Kevin Hancock.

Michael McNiven (MTL ’15) 
makes a strong case for the best 
goaltender in the OHL, and like-
ly could be playing for the Can-
adiens next year. Youth could be 
their downfall, but it could also 
take them deep into the playoffs. 
If they keep winning at the pace 
they’re at, there’s no reason this 
team couldn’t upset any of the best 
in the west.

Erie, Windsor, Sault Ste. Marie 
and Owen Sound are the teams that 
have the best chance of dethroning 
the Knights in a seven-game series, 
probably in that order. I’m biased, 
but I still think London is better 
than any of those teams, and with 
the depth they have at all positions, 
beating them in seven games will 
be enormously difficult. But if the 
Knights want to still be playing in 
May, these are the teams they’re 
inevitably going to see down the 
road. 

And none of them will be easy.

Who can beat the London Knights?
COLIN GALLANT
KNIGHTS’ NIGHT

CREDIT: JORDAN CROW 
Playoffs are just around the corner for the OHL and even though the Knights have been one of the best teams this year, what 
other teams are going to give them a run for their money? 

Cryptogram Solution:
Things will get better despite our effects to improve them. -- Will Rogers

Solutions from page 15:

NAUMAN FAROOQ
MOTORING

CREDIT: NAUMAN FAROOQ 
While the 2017 Mazda CX-9 does have a few faults, it is overall a rather impressive 
vehicle. 

The last time I got to drive the 
all-new, second-generation model 
of the Mazda CX-9, it was during 
its launch event in the beautiful 
Okanagan Valley, back in May 
2016.

It was a beautiful setting, and the 
weather was just perfect.

To get a real-world test, I thought 
I’d try on the 2017 CX-9 in my lo-
cal environment, and also in winter, 
just to see how well it fares when 
the weather gets gross. It just so 
happens, that the two weeks I had 
this vehicle, we were being hit by a 
snowstorm.

The harsh, cold climate also al-
lowed me to test its other features.

I also had a lot of distance to cov-
er, as this was the vehicle that I’d be 
using to go to the North American 
International Auto Show in Detroit. 
So, how did it fare?

I think I had barely covered a ki-
lometer in the CX-9, and I knew I 
had the right vehicle for the task at 
hand. I was seated in an all-wheel 
SUV that had heated seats, a heat-
ed steering wheel and automatic 
climate control. I also had adaptive 
cruise control, lane keep assist, nav-
igation, satellite radio, etc.

Often times, having features 
is not enough; they have to work 
properly too. The 2017 CX-9 has 
this covered because the seats are 
extremely comfortable, and no 
matter how cold the weather, every 
feature worked flawlessly. I par-
ticularly liked the heated steering 
wheel because it warms up to what 
I consider an ideal temperature; it’s 
neither too hot nor too mild.

As I covered the distance, I also 
started to really appreciate how 
well made the new CX-9 is. The fit 
and finish is just superb and the er-
gonomics are also well thought out. 
It is also quiet thanks to a healthy 
dose of insulation. Couple that with 
a wonderful, 12 speaker Bose sound 
system, the CX-9 is the kind of ve-
hicle you can just sit back, relax and 
enjoy as you go from city to city. 
You can also bring lots of friends 
for your journey, as this is a sev-
en-passenger vehicle.

Propelling you along is a mighty 
impressive motor. It’s a turbo-
charged, 2.5 litre, four-cylinder 
unit, which on regular pump gas, 
gives you 227 horsepower to play 

with, but on premium (93 octane) 
gives you 250 horsepower. Torque 
is set at 310 pounds per foot and 
that is all available to you from 
2,000 revolutions per minute.

While the base CX-9 is offered 
in front-wheel drive guise, my GT 
Signature tester had power going 
to all wheels via a six-speed auto-
matic gearbox, which shifts gears 
smoothly and quickly.

While most four-cylinder vehi-
cles aren’t smooth under load, the 
CX-9 is much better than many of 
its rivals in this regard; on refine-
ment it is as smooth as a V6 pow-
ered vehicle.

The CX-9 seems to be good, but 
what about the negatives, are there 
any?

There are a few I can point out. 
First of all is the fuel economy; 
while Mazda says they went with 
a four-cylinder turbocharged motor 
rather than a V6 mainly for econo-
my, the end result is not nearly as 
frugal as you’d like. 

I averaged 11.6 litres per 100 ki-
lometres in my test cycle, and that 
puts this in the thirsty category. 
For comparison, the 2016 Volvo 
XC90 T6, which also has a boost-
ed four-cylinder motor, averaged 
just 10.0 litres per 100 kilometres. 
I think the fault lies with the trans-
mission, as with just six gears to 
work with, it doesn’t have an ideal 
spread across the range; an eight-
speed gearbox would help it im-
mensely.

I also am not a fan of its electric 
power steering system, as it doesn’t 
give a lot of feedback as to what the 
front wheels are doing, which on a 
slippery surface adds to the guess-
ing game.

Also, while it is a seven-passen-
ger vehicle, you neither have a lot 
of legroom for the third row pas-
sengers nor much luggage space 
if all seats are up. However, most 
seven-passenger SUVs suffer from 
this issue, so the CX-9 is not alone 
in this.

Apart from these niggles, the 
2017 Mazda CX-9 is a wonderful 
vehicle.

As for pricing, it’s good, but 
can be improved on. Base price 
is $35,600 for a GS FWD model, 
while my loaded GT Signature tes-
ter costs $50,100.

That might seem like a lot, but 
spend some time with it, and you’ll 
realize, that the new CX-9 is worth 
every nickel.

2017 Mazda CX-9 Signature

Stay informed. Follow us on social media./fsuinterrobang @interrobang_fsu @fsuinterrobang
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fanshawe college
athletics

www.fanshawec.ca/athleticsJ1034 | 519-452-4202

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Women’s and Men’s Basketball 
Vs. Niagara Knights
Women @ 6pm, Men @ 8pm

 $5 General Admission • FREE for Fanshawe 
Students with valid Fanshawe Student ID

2017 CCAA MEN’S VOLLEYBALL NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT PASSES 

NOW ON SALE for $30
Purchase tickets at the front gate of any Fanshawe 

Falcons Home Games as well as the Biz Booth

Come be part of the excitement in 
FANSHAWE’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR!

On Feb. 1st, James Jackson, 
member of the Fanshawe volley-
ball team, was named the lulu-
lemon Fanshawe male student-ath-
lete for the month of January. 

The award is given to one male 
and one female Fanshawe athlete 
per month based on their accom-
plishments. These students receive 
an exclusive shopping experience 
at lululemon Masonville. 

“It feels amazing… there are so 
many insanely talented athletes 
that play varsity sports at Fan-
shawe and to be recognized among 
all of them is an honour,” Jackson 
said. 

The head coach of the male vol-
leyball team at Fanshawe, Patrick 
Johnston, expressed that he was 
not surprised to have one of his 
team members be recognized for 

such an award. 
“James has been a dominant 

force in the Ontario Colleges Ath-
letic Association (OCAA) for the 
past couple of years and is now 
second in the OCAA in points per 
game,” Johnston said.

The Fanshawe men’s volleyball 
team went undefeated in the month 
of January, with Jackson having 52 
kills, eight aces and five blocks for 
that month.

“When James is at his best, it 
forces our opponents to focus on 
him and allows others to have a 
greater impact. When James is on, 
he’s an absolute match-changer,” 
Johnston said.

The Falcons are now first place 
in the OCAA West Division and 
ranked first in the Canadian Colle-
giate Athletic Association (CCAA) 
National Rankings at the time of 
print.

Jackson is currently enrolled in 
his first year of the general arts and 

sciences program at Fanshawe, 
however this is his second year 
playing for the Fanshawe volley-
ball team. 

He started playing volleyball 
when he was 14; while attending 
H.B. Beal Secondary School, he 
played every year on the team in-
cluding his victory lap year. Mean-
while he began playing club vol-
leyball in his grade 11 year. 

Not only did he play volleyball, 
but he also played basketball for 
the majority of his life before giv-
ing it up in grade 11 to play volley-
ball exclusively. 

Jackson explained that what he 
enjoys the most about the game is 
the involvement of everyone as a 
team, from a rally to even just con-
tact during a play. 

“It is so fun to be a part of such 
a talented team where you can trust 
one another to make the best con-
tact possible,” Jackson said. 

Jackson explained that he attri-

butes his success to his team, and 
that without them playing to the 
best of their abilities, he wouldn’t 
be able to succeed in the offensive 
position.

“Our team truly is a unit and 
everyone’s effort contributes to 
reaching our goals… We outwork 
our opponents in every aspect and 
we stick to our game plan, and 
bring all the positive vibes we can. 
That’s what brings us success,” 

Jackson said. 
Fanshawe College will be host-

ing the 2017 CCAA Men’s Volley-
ball National Championship from 
March 8 to 11 that will hold eight 
men’s teams from across Canada. 

“I really do believe we have a 
special team this year, it is rare to 
find this much talent on the same 
squad at the post secondary level,” 
Jackson said.   

James Jackson tops the men’s volleyball 
team in stats for month of January

JESSICA EDEN
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: JUSTIN FOX 
Men’s volleyball player, James Jackson, has worked his way to the top of the team in stats with insurmountable skill. 





SPORTS NIGHT
THURSDAY
69¢ WINGS

After 7pm
DINE IN ONLY 

SPORTS HOODIE GIVEAWAYS

COVER
TUNE

FRIDAYS

2:30p m-5:30p m  OBS

8PM till
1130PM

$10 @ DOOR

ADVANCE TICKETS 
@ THE BIZ BOOTH  

$5

FEBRUARY 14th, 2017 • OBS
www.whatadrag.ca

Miss Afra-Tighty • Lita Von Sleaze • Bettie Rebel • Miss Taken • Nico Lavender
FEATURING YOUR LOCAL LONDON DRAG QUEENS

WHAT A DRAG


