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Hello readers!
Who among us hasn’t relied 

on escapism at least once over 
the past year and a half? Whether 
it was perfecting our islands in 
Animal Crossing, or re-watching 
the entire Lord of the Rings tril-
ogy, our geeky escapades have 
kept us afloat during a period of 
time that has felt a little more 1984 
and a little less Hogwarts. 

Interrobang’s Geek issue has 
been a recurring theme for years, 
but one that has fallen to the way-
side in recent volumes. But in that 
time, the landscape of geekiness 
has shifted irreversibly. Nerds are 
now the stars of their own Twitch 
streams, the socially awkward 
are celebrated on TikTok, and 
even the most well-adjusted have 
taken to video games like Mortal 
Combat and Super Smash Bros. 
as a way to blow off steam when 
options for doing so were scarce. 

But this issue looks beyond 
gaming and movies, and explores 
other obsessions that many of 
us “geek out” over. Thanks to 
the internet, there is a niche for 
almost everyone, from make-up 
geeks to travel junkies. While 

these geeks don’t represent our 
common understanding of the 
nerd, their passion and joy for the 
topics they love fit perfectly into 
the shared experiences of nerdy 
fan bases around the world. Move 
over Comic-Con, today, fans 
of just about anything can con-
vene at Anime Expo, VidCon, 
the International Make-up Artists 
Trade Show, and even Lin-Con, a 
convention for Abraham Lincoln 
admirers. 

In times of stress, unbridled 
passion for the things that bring 
us happiness is a rebellion. As 
the saying goes, “let people enjoy 
things!”

And, may you enjoy reading 
this issue.

Sincerely,
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After a 36-day campaign amid a 
global pandemic, the Liberals will 
pick up right about where they left 
off, with a minority government 
and roughly the same seat tally 
they had when Parliament was dis-
solved in August.

While some votes have still 
yet to be counted, as of Sept. 21, 
the Liberals lead in 158 ridings, 
having already secured 148 seats. 
Erin O’Toole’s Conservatives, 
meanwhile, are on track to win in 
119 ridings - two fewer seats than 
the party won under former Con-
servative leader Andrew Scheer. 
O’Toole’s push towards a more 
centred Conservative Party did 
not appeal to right-wing voters 
who held resentment for Trudeau’s 
handling of the pandemic, many of 
whom instead shifted their focus 
to the People’s Party of Canada 
(PPC), which currently has more 
than five per cent of the vote — a 
much better result than the 1.6 per 

cent of the national vote it won in 
the 2019 election. Still, PPC leader 
Maxime Bernier lost in his riding 
of Beauce, Quebec, and the PPCs 
failed to win any seats. 

Leader of the Green Party, 
Annamie Paul lost in her riding of 
Toronto Centre, following months 
of internal unrest within the party. 
However, Green candidate Mike 
Morrice was elected in Kitchener 
Centre, after the Liberal candidate 
there dropped out amid allegations 
of harassment. Elizabeth May was 
also re-elected in her B.C. riding of 
Saanich — Gulf Islands.

Here in London, there were no 
surprises, despite a tight race in 
London — West (which was ulti-
mately won by Liberal candidate 
and former city councilor, Arielle 
Kayabaga). Liberal incumbent 
Peter Fragiskatos held London — 
North Centre, and NDP incumbent 
Lindsay Mathyssen, daughter of 
long-time NDP MP Irene Mathys-
sen, won in London — Fanshawe 
with a commanding 43.2 per cent 
of the vote there. 

After a divisive campaign in 

Elgin-Middlesex, Conservative 
incumbent Karen Vecchio was 
declared the winner. PPC candi-
date, Chelsea Hillier, who was 
notably one of the many protes-
tors present at a Liberal campaign 
event where gravel was thrown at 

the Prime Minister, finished with 
11.9 per cent of the vote in that 
riding. 

Results have been slow to come 
in, as COVID-19 protocols at 
some polling stations resulted in 
long lines and longer-than-usual 

wait times. No widespread voting 
issues have been reported though, 
but because of the influx in local 
mail-in ballots, the final tallies may 
still be trickling in days after elec-
tion night. 

Canadians re-elect a Liberal minority government

CREDIT: FSU PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Justin Trudeau wins a minority government after calling a snap election.

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG

*TRIGGER WARNING*: This 
story contains mentions of sexual 
violence, rape, drugging, and 
misogyny. 

London Police are investigating 
sexually violent messages posted 
to Fanshawe’s Discord. Discord is 
a popular online chat space used by 
the college to facilitate open conver-
sations between students.

The messages, posted in the gen-
eral Fanshawe chat, which holds 
over 1,900 users, included threats to 
spike girls’ drinks with Oxycontin 
at Oasis and Out Back Shack, two 
popular eateries on campus. The 
messages were posted around 1 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Sept. 15, threatening 
that the drugging would be taking 
place Thursday, Sept. 16.

“Trust me gals,” read the message. 
“Ya’ll be in dorms on thursday cuz 
we gonna rape ya’ll. Drugged by the 
drinks at oasis and out back shack.”

First-year student Azaria Murphy 
lives in Kestrel Court residence. 
Murphy said she was online when 
the messages began coming through 
early Wednesday morning.

“I was looking at them and I just 
didn’t know how to react at first,” 
she said. “I could tell that everyone 
was a little on edge because of it.”

Murphy hoped the situation would 
be resolved quickly, but due to the 
late hour at which the messages were 
sent, no moderators were present 
to filter the threatening messages. 
According to Murphy, the individ-
ual who sent the message, whose 
username was listed as “Adamxxx-
roxx,” began adding multiple users 
in the Discord and spamming them 
with the same violent message.

“So I had like, 30 notifications of 
the same message, and I could tell 
people were really uncomfortable,” 
she said.

Murphy and her roommate then 
reported the messages to a front 
desk attendant at Kestrel Court. By 
the time they returned to their room, 

the messages had been deleted and 
the user removed.

“I like to think I did what I could 
in this situation,” said Murphy.

In response to the threatening 
messages, a note was sent to Fan-
shawe Student Union (FSU) staff 
around 5 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 15.

“The FSU and Fanshawe College 
is aware of a social media post with 
threats to potentially tamper with 
student drinks in The Out Back 
Shack and Oasis,” said the notice. 
“Fanshawe Security, Fanshawe Res-
idence, the London Police and our 
FSU team are aware and investi-
gating the situation. The FSU is 
committed to maintaining a safe 
environment for all students and the 
College Community.”

Shortly after the message was sent 
to staff, the college released a state-
ment via a Twitter thread saying that 
sexual and gender-based violence 
would not be tolerated at Fanshawe. 

“Recently, we learned of sexually 

violent & threatening posts that ini-
tiated on Discord,” said one of the 
tweets in the thread. “Our leadership 
is working with Campus Security 
Services & the @lpsmediaoffice to 
identify the individuals responsible. 
Posts & users have been removed.”

FSU President Ricardo Souza 
said he was outraged at the “horri-
ble” messages.

“Knowing that people might be 
within us, threatening all our stu-
dents….here is supposed to be a 
safe space for everyone, everyone 
is welcome here, so that’s why we 
are taking this so seriously.

“I’m super proud of the FSU 
and of Fanshawe because they are 
taking this super, super seriously,” 
said Souza. 

Souza added that the FSU pro-
vides support and education to 
students, through Sexual Aware-
ness events held during the week of 
Sept. 20, as well as continued rein-
forcement of the support services 

available at the college. 
Additional messages seen on 

Snapchat
Students also reported seeing 

concerning messages on Snapchat, 
including an anonymous message 
stating that “all females are sex toys 
and objects for men to use and beat 
when they do not obey their masters,” 
followed by a detailed description of 
a sexual assault. There has been no 
confirmation regarding whether the 
messages on Snapchat and the mes-
sages on Discord are connected.

First-year student, Bri Saunders 
was sent a screenshot of the graphic 
Snapchat message on Wednesday, 
Sept. 15. She said she felt scared 
and disgusted after reading what 
was said.

“I’m so glad I don’t live on 
campus,” she said.  

Saunders also expressed con-
cern regarding the messages sent on 
Discord, adding that she hopes the 
college is taking the threats seriously, 

comparing the situation to recent alle-
gations made at Western University 
where students claimed on TikTok 
that 30 women had been drugged and 
assaulted during O-Week.

“I’m worried because it doesn’t 
seem like Western is doing much 
about it, so that worries me that Fan-
shawe might not take it as seriously 
either, when it’s obviously some-
thing very serious,” said Saunders. 

On Thursday Sept. 16, the Ont. 
government released a statement 
promising strengthened support 
for post-secondary students report-
ing sexual violence or harassment. 
These changes would require institu-
tions to update their sexual violence 
and harassment policies by March 
2022, in order to shield students from 
irrelevant questions during sexual 
violence investigations at institutions 
and ensure that they can safely bring 
forward complaints without fear of 
disciplinary action.

Fanshawe responds to sexually 
violent threats made on Discord

CREDIT: HANNAH THEODORE 

Messages sent to Fanshawe College’s Discord chat threatened to tamper with women’s drinks at Oasis and Out Back Shack, two popular campus eateries.

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG
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A student-led walkout at West-
ern University saw around 12,000 
people gather to rally against 
sexual violence on Sept. 17. Staff, 
students, faculty and community 
members gathered on University 
College Hill to show solidarity with 
survivors of sexual violence, fol-
lowing reports that 30 women had 
been drugged and assaulted during 
Western’s O-Week.

According to the Western 
Gazette, the event began with 
opening statements which included 
speeches from organizers, wom-
en’s organizations and university 
mental health representatives and 
sexual violence survivors. Stu-
dents marched through campus, 
many carrying signs and chanting 
slogans like “sexual violence has 
to go,” pushing for a safer campus.

University Students’ Council 
president Zamir Fakirani and his 
executive team were also present to 
show their support for the walkout. 

The event was organized in 
response to recent allegations of 
sexual violence made by various 
Western students, allegations that 
have since led to arrests, police 
investigations, and strict policy 
changes from the University and 
the government of Ontario.

The event also drew members 
of the Fanshawe College commu-
nity, including second-year graphic 
design student, Lisa McKaskell.

“I’m here protesting today 
because of the 30 women that 
got drugged last week,” she said. 
“Myself and all of my friends have 
been assaulted at some point or 
another, we’re all survivors, and 
there’s a massive, massive wide-
spread problem with violence 
against women, especially sexual 
assault on college and university 
campuses.”

McKaskell’s sentiments were 
shared by many of the speakers at 

the walkout, many of whom called 
upon the administration to do more 
to prevent sexual violence and 
make campus safer.

“If I am drunk and I smile at a 
man, and he assaults me, suddenly 
no one is too sure who to hold 
responsible. ‘It’s alcohol,’ they cry, 
‘it’s party culture,’ but it isn’t,” said 
soph and co-president of the Red 
Zone Research Team, Teigan Elliot 
during a speech. 

On Sept. 20, the university 
implemented new sexual violence 
training and increased security for 
all students in residence. There has 

been no timeline given as to when 
students outside of residence will 
receive this training. 

According to the university, 
students will receive mandatory 
training regarding consent, per-
sonal safety, bystander training, 
gender-based violence and sexual 
assault. New safety measures 
such as adding special constable 
patrols from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m., 15 
new security guards and four new 
special constables who will have 
the authority of police while on 
campus, including powers of arrest.

However, many speakers at 

Western’s walkout argued that the 
university must do more than what 
is outlined in the action plan. 

“If you truly cared about us, 
the victims of your institution, 
you would be doing everything to 
ensure this doesn’t happen again,” 
said one of the survivors who spoke 
at the walkout. “This includes, but 
is not limited to, making sexual 
violence prevention training man-
datory for all students and staff.” 

For McKaskell, the response seen 
from the administration at Western 
is one she would like to see imple-
mented at Fanshawe as well. 

“I was actually sexually assaulted 
on a Fanshawe campus a couple 
years ago and never reported it 
because I was too afraid of the 
stigma of what would happen if I let 
that be known,” said McKaskell. 
“We have such a strong interna-
tional population, we’ve got people 
coming in from all over the world. 
We should have a common stan-
dard for practice, so that everybody 
knows how to treat people. Espe-
cially for Fanshawe, we need to be 
setting a social standard for safety.”

With files from the Western 
Gazette.

Roughly 12,000 attend Western 
walkout against sexual violence 

CREDIT: JESSICA GOULD 

Staff, students, faculty and community members gathered on University College Hill to show solidarity with survivors of sexual violence.

First-year student Gabriel Neil, 
succumbed to injuries and died 
Sunday after being violently 

assaulted near Western’s campus 
on Sept. 11.

Neil, a first-year Health Sciences 
student studying Kinesiology, died 
in hospital Sunday night. Police 
have arrested and charged 21-year-
old Aliyan Ahmed with one count 

of manslaughter in connection to 
the incident. Ahmed has since been 
released on bail.

London police have also released 
a Canada-wide search warrant for 
the arrest of 19-year-old Haroun 
Raselma in connection to the death 
of Neil. Raselma is charged with 
one count of manslaughter.

According to police, the homi-
cide occurred at the intersection 
of Western Road and Sarnia Road 
— near the Western Student Rec-
reation Centre. Officers found Neil 
suffering serious injuries and trans-
ported him to hospital where he 
remained in critical condition until 
his death. The investigation is now 
deemed a homicide.

“We are absolutely devastated by 
the loss of Gabe,” said a representa-
tive of Neil’s family in a statement. 
“He was a gentle and kind soul who 
made friends wherever he went.”

The family said Neil hoped to 
become a doctor. 

“We were devastated to learn 

of the death of Western Univer-
sity student Gabriel Neil over the 
weekend,” said university president 
Alan Shepard in a statement. “The 
Western community is grieving this 
tragic loss and we are heartbroken 

for his family, friends and all who 
knew him.” 

Shepard said counselling ser-
vices are available to support 
students, faculty and staff during 
this time.

Western mourns death of first-year student 
assaulted near campus, second suspect wanted

CREDIT: TAYLOR LASOTA (GAZETTE) 

Western Rd. and Sarnia is a busy intersection on campus.

Gazette News
GAZETTE

Hannah Theodore  
& Jessica Gould
INTERROBANG
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Western is mandating in-person 
training on sexual violence, consent 
and personal safety for all students 
in residence as of Sept. 20. The uni-
versity will also bolster security on 
campus in response to this week’s 
reports of sexual assault on campus. 

Western University plans to 
extend this mandatory program to 
students across campus, receiving 
training in consent, personal safety, 
bystander training, gender-based 
violence and sexual assault. The 
program was developed in part-
nership with Western’s Centre for 
Research and Education on Vio-
lence Against Women and Children. 
No timeline has been provided for 
when students outside of residence 
will receive this training.

The news comes after reports of 
sexual assault at Western’s Med-
way-Sydenham Hall surfaced and 
London Police Service began an 
investigation. 

Western has since announced 
plans to enhance security patrols 
on campus, adding special consta-
ble patrols from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m., 15 
new security guards and four new 
special constables who will have 
the authority of police while on 
campus, including powers of arrest. 

The university also announced a 
new task force on sexual violence 
and student safety will be created. 

The task force will aim to “better 
understand and eradicate sexual vio-
lence and create a campus culture 
where these unacceptable actions 
are prevented.” 

“We clearly have a culture prob-
lem that we need to address. We 
let our students and their families 
down,” said Western president Alan 

Shepard in the statement. “The mea-
sures announced today are the first 
step in a journey to deeply exam-
ine the prevailing culture on our 
campus and identify what more 
we can do to ensure the safety and 
security of every member of our 
community.”

In addition to mandatory in-per-
son sexual violence training, the 
action plan will reestablish fac-
ulty sophs’ ability to enter student 
residences. Faculty orientation lead-
ers were unable to enter residence 
buildings during Orientation Week 
due to coronavirus protocols. 

The University Students’ Coun-
cil’s Foot Patrol will also be 
reestablished, after being paused 
due to the pandemic.

The school will also be hiring 100 
new safety ambassadors, who will 
be a mix of upper-year and graduate 
students, as part of a new program 
to support students in residence. 
Their role is currently unknown.

Blue-light phones placed across 
campus, which allow students 
to contact emergency services if 
needed, will be upgraded alongside 
building alarms, lighting, security 
card access systems and security 
cameras. 

The task force will take a look at 
student safety like including gen-
der-based and sexual violence, as 
well as on-campus activities and 
programming. According to the 
university, students, staff, fac-
ulty and community partners will 
continuously be involved in the 
consultation process. 

“We have a lot of work to do as 
a community,” said Shepard in the 
statement. “Western is taking every 
necessary measure to ensure our 
students feel safe, and that all stu-
dents – present and future – have a 
community they can trust.”

Western mandates 
sexual violence 
training and 
bolsters security

CREDIT: JORDAN MCGAVIN (GAZETTE) 

Western’s Ontario Hall, Mar. 9, 2018.

Sarah Wallace
GAZETTE

In an event organized in 48 hours, 
Fanshawe’s Merlin Field became a 
ground to stand together against 
gender-based threats of sexual vio-
lence on campus.

As a response to recent events 
of sexual violence allegations, the 
Fanshawe Student Union (FSU), in 
partnership with Sexual Violence 
Prevention Advisor, Leah Marshall 
came together with students to host 
a Take Back Our Campus walk.

Blue shirts with ‘Take Back Our 
Campus’ filled the grass of Merlin 
Field, with markers handed out to 
create signs for the march that fol-
lowed through the campus.

Marshall stood in support of stu-
dents who have experienced sexual 
violence.

“The main focus is to come 
together as a community, and for 
survivors to know that there are sup-
ports available on campus as well as 
to help stand together as a commu-
nity to help stand together against 
sexual violence.”

Marshall noted that many stu-
dents arriving to college have 

already experienced sexual assault.
“Part of our programming is that 

we run one to three events every 
month, whether it be support-
ive events for survivors because 
we know many students come to 
college and they’ve already experi-
enced sexual violence, not only just 
experience it on campus. We defi-
nitely want to hear from students 
about what more we can do to sup-
port them.”

In hopes of moving forward, 
students are asking for more visi-
bility on finding help with security 
and resources against violence 
on campus.

With the event raising awareness 
and support against sexual vio-
lence at school, it brought to light 
the majority of first-year students 
like Jaidyn D’Entremont who lives 
in residence and does not feel safe 
in a place they want to call home.

“I’m here to protest everything 
that’s been going on and to take 
action towards making our college 
campus a safe place for everybody,” 
said D’Entremont. “We are new stu-
dents, it’s already scary enough to 
leave home, we should not feel 
scared on top of that to walk around 
our new home at night just because 

we don’t know something’s going 
to happen at night, or we’re scared 
to eat here, when that’s never some-
thing that we would have to deal 
with otherwise.”

A marching line of support 
with students and staff stand-
ing together in solidarity, student 
Greyson Toombs felt compelled to 
join the march to show his support 
for women victims against gen-
der-based violence.

“I feel like there is not enough 
credibility to how hard it is to sur-
vive as someone as a victim of 
sexual assault,” he said. “I am 
hoping that if there are any more 
threats, they’re shut down immedi-
ately and those people get expelled 
just because there should be no tol-
erance for that in our society, in 
our schools, and people should feel 
safe coming here. People should 
not have to avoid going out of their 
dorms, or avoid going out at night.”

Fanshawe students in need of 
support are encouraged to contact 
Leah Marshall at lkmarshall@fan-
shawec.ca for assistance with next 
steps on recovery against sexual 
violence in a safe and confiden-
tial space.

Fanshawe comes 
together to “Take 
Back Our Campus” 

CREDIT: BRENDAN BEAMISH 

Students and staff gathered in Merlin Field to protest against threats of sexual violence. 

Jessica Gould
INTERROBANG
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In 1980, right here in London, Jesse David-
son was born. He was the middle child of John 
and Sherene Davidson. During his first years, 
he had the life every boy should have, grow-
ing up happy and healthy. At an early age he 

showed a strong interest for sports and the 
culinary arts. But it all changed when he 

was six. Jesse’s parents noticed their 
son struggling to get up from a sitting 
position and to climb the stairs to his 
bedroom. After months of tests and 
many referrals to specialists, Jesse 
was finally diagnosed with Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy (DMD).

DMD is a genetic incurable disorder 
characterized by the progressive muscle 

degeneration and weakness. It is just one 
kind of the many different types of muscular 
dystrophy, and the most common childhood 

form, affecting one in every 5,000 boys. The 
symptoms normally appear in early child-

hood. As the muscles begin to weaken, 
the child may have difficulty jumping 

or going up stairs. Other symptoms 
may include the child stum-
bling or walking on their tiptoes. 
Duchenne affects mainly boys, 
because the DMD gene is found 
on the X-chromosome, and it is 
one of the most severe forms of 

the disease.
After Jesse’s diagnosis, 

the life of the Davidsons 
changed dramatically. But 
it was only the beginning 

of their story. John and 
Sherene knew that 

something needed to 
be done, and that 

the only way to find a cure would be through 
intense research and investment. In 1994, Jes-
se’s Journey was founded with a mission to 
raise research money and awareness to find a 
cure. In 1995, John pushed 15-year-old Jesse 
in his wheelchair across Ontario. The journey, 
which gave the name to the charity, began at the 
Manitoba/Ontario border, and finished 3339 km 
and $1.5 million later, in Ottawa. Three years 
later, John set out to walk across Canada from 
coast to coast, this time alone. He finished his 
journey 286 days later, after walking more than 
8300 km. John not only broke the Guinness 
World Record for the fastest crossing of Canada 
on foot, but also raised $2 million for research. 
Since then, Jesse’s Journey has funded more 
than $13.1 million in research around the world. 

Today, many charities and institutions around 
the world turn their attention to defeat DMD. 
Over the past decades, the life expectancy of 
individuals with Duchenne has increased sig-
nificantly. Adults with Duchenne are living 
longer lives and are no longer an exception, 
thanks to research, new treatments, and discov-
eries. Because of that, September is considered 
the Duchenne awareness month, and Sept. 7 
was World Duchenne Awareness Day. The 
date was chosen based on the Duchenne dys-
trophin protein, which is the longest human 
gene known. It consists of 79 exons, therefore, 
7/9 is the date. Every year during September, 
thousands of people around the world turn their 
efforts to raise awareness and research funds 
for DMD.

John Davidson is an old friend of Fanshawe 
College (where Jesse graduated in 2001with a 
diploma in hotel and restaurant management). 
Here is part of the conversation Interrobang 
had with him.

Although September is the awareness 
month, how can we help during the other 
11 months of the year?

“Keeping our internet presence strong and 
welcoming year round is the key. While we 
do everything we can to help showcase DMD 
awareness month, throughout the entire year we 
need to be that source that is the number one 
‘go to’ place for information, particularly for 
newly diagnosed families whose world has just 
flipped upside down. Jesse’s Journey strives to 
make sure these families are assured that they 
are not alone and that they have found a home 
at Jesse’s Journey.”

Now that we are approaching the end of 
the pandemic, what are your hopes for Jes-
se’s Journey in a post-pandemic world?

“It’s not often that there is a silver lining in 
something as serious as a global pandemic. 
Jesse’s Journey with a small and dedicated 
team with strong technology skills was able to 
adapt quickly and find the benefits in the vir-
tual world that the pandemic gave birth to. Our 
ability to shift our focus quickly, led to stron-
ger than ever results both in fundraising and 
connectivity with Duchenne families across 
Canada and beyond. Having new tools to work 
with will strengthen our ability to grow in the 
future, while we closely monitor the time when 
we can reconnect with families in person at 
Family Forums across the country. The value 
in that kind of personal connection is beyond 
measurable.”

Jesse’s memory and legacy remains very 
much alive and stronger than ever. How 
can people learn more about his incredi-
ble story?

“Jesse lives on in everything we do in pur-
suit of a treatment and ultimately a cure for 
Duchenne. The Jesse’s Journey website is an 
excellent source of information that is con-
stantly updated with research information. The 
story of how Jesse’s Journey evolved and what 
happened following our time on the road can 
be found at YouTube (A Journey of Hope – Jes-
se’s Journey 20th Anniversary Documentary, 
2018). This 19 minute biography illustrates 
what can happen when people set out to make 
a difference.”

September is 
world Duchenne 
awareness month

Ian Indiano
INTERROBANG
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Ever since Greyhound announced 
that it would be halting its service 
across Canada in May, students and 
Londoners alike have been desper-
ate for alternative options to get 
them in and out of the city. Luckily, 
many options have begun cropping 
up, with the hope of replacing what 
was once one of the easiest and most 
affordable ways to get between 
cities in Ont. without a vehicle.

The Megabus
Popular in Europe for its cheap 

and comfortable bus travel, Mega-
bus has been steadily increasing 
its service across Canada since it 
launched here in 2009. The Mega-
bus had long been an option for 
travellers going from Toronto to 
Montreal, but the yellow dou-
ble-decker buses had yet to make 
their way west to London until 
recently. The new route 2740 bus 
makes two stops between London 
and Toronto. The bus sets off from 
the RV Parking Lot at the Flying J 
at 3700 Highbury Ave. South and 
drops you off at Union Station Bus 
Terminal at the Northeast corner of 
Bay St. and Lakeshore Blvd. 

Of course, this option only works 
if you are able to get a ride to the 
Flying J (which is not accessible by 
London transit). However, it makes 
for one of the speediest options for 
travelling from London to Toronto, 
with a ride duration of about two 
hours and 20 minutes. The bus 
departs seven times a day, includ-
ing a 12:45 p.m. pick-up at Western 
University. At just $24.99 a ticket, 
it is also the cheapest option we 
know of right now for travelling 
from London to Toronto.

The GO train
Beginning Oct. 18, the GO train 

will finally make its way to London 

after much anticipation. On Sept. 
15, the Ont. government announced 
that it would be expanding GO train 
service to southwestern Ontario 
with weekday trips between London 
and Toronto. The new service will 
also connect customers to Stratford 
and St. Marys using GO Transit ser-
vices. According to the province, 
the pilot project will include one 
trip leaving from London in the 
early morning, and one return trip 
in the evening. The new service will 
extend beyond GO Transit’s Kitch-
ener line and also include stops in 
St. Marys and Stratford.

“The people of Southwestern 
Ontario deserve better access to 
a safe and reliable transportation 
network,” said Caroline Mulroney, 
Minister of Transportation in a 
statement. “Under Premier Ford’s 
leadership, we are taking concrete 
action and keeping our promise 
to extend much-needed GO ser-
vice all the way to London for the 
first time.”

The trip is one of the longer 
options coming to London, with the 
journey from London to Toronto’s 
Union Station to take approxi-
mately four hours. The trains will 
use current VIA Rail lines and sta-
tions, which in London, is located 
downtown at 205 York St.

Metrolinx has yet to announce 
a pricing structure for the Lon-
don-Toronto trip, nor has it outlined 
specific departure times. 

Great Canadian Coaches
While both the above options 

have their pros and cons, only 
one service plans to operate stops 
directly from Fanshawe College. 
Great Canadian Coaches, a fami-
ly-owned bus business, will soon 
be offering weekly trips to Toronto 
with various stops along the way, 
including Square One Mall in Mis-
sissauga, by way of the Fanshawe 
College campus. Students can 

be picked up outside the Student 
Centre at Fanshawe, but pick-ups 
will also be available at West-
ern University and in downtown 
London. 

Great Canadian Coaches Sales 
Manager Bernie Downey said serv-
ing students has always been at the 
forefront of their business model.

“One of the founders of our com-
pany, Larry Hundt….he went to 
school at the University of Water-
loo,” said Downey. “He started 
getting involved and doing bus 
trips and organizing various stu-
dent trips. He’s kind of come full 
circle in serving students.”

More details about the service, 
including pricing and scheduling 
are still to come. The weekly trips 
along with sight-seeing journeys 
will be launching some time in the 
next month. 

Here are all the ways students can 
travel out of London without a car

CREDIT: ELIJAH-LOVKOFF 

From the GO train, to the Megabus, many 
new options for travelling out of London 
are on the move.

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG
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Technology makes everything 
faster. Data and information are 
more accessible than ever. Thanks 
to social media and the internet, 
there are no frontiers anymore. We 
can learn about what happened on 
the other side of the world just a few 
seconds after it happens. The amount 
of information is overwhelming and 
difficult to deal with. Suddenly trag-
edies become trivial, and the major 
news from last week feels like a dis-
tant memory today. This volatility of 
information can also be dangerous, 
and we are already being exploited 
and manipulated through fake news 
in what specialists call the “post-
truth” era, where what’s actually true 
is less and less clear and tangled with 
“alternative facts,” personal beliefs 
and emotional responses. However, 
as writers and readers of the small 
press, the least we can do is to stay 
informed and to make sure to check 
our sources. 

Here are five news around the 
world that you should be paying 
attention to.

Philippines boxing star to run 
for president

42-year-old Manny Pacquiao, 
famous for winning boxing titles in 
more weight classes than any other 
boxer in history, is also currently a 
senator in the Philippines parliament. 
He was nominated as a candidate by 
a faction of the current ruling party, 
which is called PDP-Laban. Pac-
quiao has already publicly accepted 
the nomination, but it is still unclear 
if his faction will be recognized by 
the Philippine electoral commission. 

“I am a fighter,” he said. “And 
I will always be a fighter inside and 
outside the ring.” 

Part of his party doesn’t agree 
with his nomination, and hope that 
his nomination will be reconsidered 
before the election next year. 

U.S.A. to fly back thousands of 
Haitians 

Right now, around 10,000 
migrants, mostly Haitians, are 
camped under a bridge connect-
ing the cities Del Rio, in Texas and 
Ciudad Acuña, in Mexico. Those 
migrants are the result of a wave 
of migrants heading north, coming 
from South America. Although the 
migrants are mostly Haitians, there 

are also Cubans, Peruvians, Venezu-
elans, and Nicaraguans. In response 
to the overwhelming amount of 
people trying to cross the border, the 
US government has decided to send 
back all the undocumented migrants 
to Haiti. The flights can be as many 
as eight a day. The decision is raising 
concerns about the Biden adminis-
tration’s immigration policies that 
seem to be closer to Trump’s than 
expected. 

To celebrate PM’s birthday, 
India gives 20 million COVID-19 
shots in one day

India was hit hard by the pan-
demic. The country has reported 33 
million cases so far, behind only the 
US in the list of most cases. The task 
of vaccinating 1.366 billion people 

is not easy. However, their vaccine 
numbers are improving significantly, 
and the record of administered doses 
in one day is broken almost every 
month. On Aug. 27, they broke the 
record with 13 million doses in one 
day, and now, they broke it again, on 
Sept. 17, administering 20 million 
doses to mark Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s 71st birthday. The total 
number of doses so far is 790 million 
doses, which means that more than 
half of the eligible population have 
received at least one dose, although 
only about 20 percent of eligible 
adults are fully vaccinated. 

New Johannesburg mayor 
killed in car crash

Jolidee Matongo became Johan-
nesburg’s Mayor on Aug.10, after 

the death of his predecessor due to 
COVID-19 complications. How-
ever, only a few weeks later on 
Sept. 18, Matongo would also 
tragically die in a car accident. 
According to the local media, his 
vehicle collided with a van while 
trying to avoid a pedestrian. The 
accident also killed the other vehi-
cle’s driver and the pedestrian. 
Matongo’s two bodyguards are 
being treated in hospital for their 
injuries. In honour of Matongo, 
South Africa’s President Cyril 
Ramaphosa said, “It is hard to 
comprehend this tragedy, given 
the vitality and passion with which 
Mayor Matongo interacted with me 
and residents of Soweto so shortly 
before his death.”

Chinese astronauts back on 
Earth after China’s longest 
space mission

After 90 days at the Tianhe module 
on China’s space station, three Chi-
nese astronauts touched down in the 
Gobi desert in Mongolia on Sept. 
17. This was China’s longest crewed 
space mission, demonstrating the 
country’s growing capability and con-
fidence in space exploration. While 
in space, the astronauts conducted 
several tests and tasks, including 
hours-long spacewalks. In 2019, 
China also became the first country to 
send a robotic rover to the dark side of 
the moon. Also, the country is in the 
process of assembling their own space 
station after being excluded from the 
International Space Station project. 

Off the radar: what’s 
going on in the world

CREDIT: IAN INDIANO 

Catch up with these stories from around the world. 

Ian Indiano
INTERROBANG
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HAVE AN OPINION? SUBMIT YOUR STORY!
Letters to the Editor: fsuletters@fanshawec.ca

From the young age of two, I was exposed 
to video game culture and the environment 
that surrounds it as my dad is a pretty big 
gamer himself. When it comes to being a 
female gamer there has been a lot of stigma 
and misrepresentation of female gamers.

Right from a young age, us girls are taught 
to play with dolls and that video games are too 
violent and are for guys. But for me and my 
sisters, we learned how to read from watch-
ing our dad play The Legend of Zelda. With 
gaming culture becoming more and more 
accepted as a hobby, and even as a profession, 
it is time that some stigmas get broken sur-
rounding what it is like to be a female gamer.

One of the biggest assumptions that come 
with being a female gamer is that we are 
actually not “gamers.” To go along with this 
assumption, some people like to believe that 
us gamers will stay away from violent games. 
To be really honest I enjoy games with vio-
lence, games like Mortal Combat, Super 
Smash Brother’s and pretty much every game 
where I can kick some ass.

A lot of the times when I play video games 
with my friends the guys will say, “Oh you 
play video games?”  and most of the time 
I come in and knock all of them out of the 
battle arenas. Plus, I want my friends to know 
not to go easy on me just because I identify 

as female, because chances are I am great at 
what I play. 

When it comes to online gaming and 
gaming in general, I find there is also a lot of 
sexism and harassment especially for those 
who stream and upload content to YouTube. 
United States Congresswoman Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez is actually a gamer first and 
has made it known that she is ranked at Silver 
III in League of Legends.  

She has made it known on Twitter that the 
sexism she has received from having gaming 
experience has prepared her for what Twitter 
trolls say and do. In 2020, I remember hearing 
about a lot of women in the gaming commu-
nity coming forward with allegations of sexual 
misconduct through the platform Twitch and 
how Twitch is a hostel environment when it 
comes to gender based violence. 

In an interview with Insider magazine Erin 
Marie Hall, more commonly known as Your-
Starling on Twitch said, “Misogyny is not just 
something that’s incidental to the gaming and 
streaming world, it’s inextricably linked.”

A lot of times people don’t even realize 
what they are saying is sexist. For instance, 
if I am playing a game like Call of Duty that 
requires a lot of dexterity and aim and some-
one makes a comment like, “you aim like a 
girl,” what is that supposed to mean?  

Then there is the over-sexualization of 
female characters in games. What I have 
noticed is most female characters are designed 
with little to no clothing, whereas most of the 

guy characters are fully clothed.  It’s hard for 
us female gamers even when our characters 
are getting sexualized. 

For me, I like to use gaming as a way to 
de-stress from the day and sometimes I feel 
as if I’m not accepted as one of the lads when 
I do play games with my guy friends. Some-
times I feel like they are going easy on me 
or having conversations that I do not feel 
included in. 

We need to demand for better representation 
and conditions for women in video games and 
when we see sexism on platforms like discord 
or Twitch, we must call it out. The way women 
are perceived in video games has affected how 
women are perceived in the real world. 

As a female gamer, I hope that people start 
taking us more seriously and start respecting 
us more as general competitors. Chances are 
we like to get our hands a little dirty too.

Has the landscape for female gamers improved?

CREDIT: NESTEA06 

When it comes to online gaming and gaming in general, I find there is also a lot of sexism and harassment 
especially for those who stream and upload content to YouTube.

Savannah Bisaillon
INTERROBANG

Every week my parents would drive into 
town and take me to a public library. This was 
when I was nine or 10 years old.  The library 
itself was located in a strip mall in Burling-
ton, Ont. While they shopped for groceries, 
I browsed the shelves. I don’t remember if a 
librarian went beyond the call of duty to direct 
me to science books for kids, but, as I remem-
ber it, each week for some months I would 
come home with books on dinosaurs, or geol-
ogy, or the stars.

I was staggered to discover that the earth 
was old, much older than I had ever imag-
ined. I saw pages and pages where, laid out 
before me, were cross sections of volcanoes 
and illustrations of the geological layers that 
make up this planet.  

It wasn’t that I was uninterested in the anat-
omy of birds, or the rain cycle, things I was 
learning about in elementary school science. 
But the introduction to our planet’s billions-
of-years development, learning about large 
ancient reptilian creatures and the fossils 
they left behind, and discovering that the earth 
orbits the sun, that the sun orbits the centre of a 
galaxy, and that the galaxy is one of millions, 
truly captured my imagination.

Astronomy, more than anything else, held 
my attention. Especially the speed of light. 
Somehow it seemed that so much centred 
around this speed. Faster than a fast car. Faster 
than sound at 1,235 km per hour. I learned that 
light travels at 300,000 km per second.  

And I discovered that the distances in space 
are enormous, almost beyond comprehension. 
Even though light travels unbelievably fast, it 
takes it eight minutes to travel from the sun 
to earth. The distance between the two is 160 
million km. This got me to thinking. If it takes 
light that amount of time to reach us from the 
sun, that means that we are always seeing the 

sun as it was eight minutes ago.  
But that is, as the saying goes, “nothing.” 

There are about 300 billion stars (or suns) in 
our galaxy. Alpha Centauri, the nearest one to 
us, is as far away as it takes light to travel 4.3 
years. In other words (if my math doesn’t fail 
me here) it is 40 trillion km distant. As it turns 
out, for astronomers the basic unit of mea-
surement is a light year, about 95 trillion km.  

I mentioned our galaxy. On a clear night, 
if you are not in the city, the chances are you 
will be able to see it. It appears like a moder-
ately sized band of powdery looking starlight 
stretched across the sky. You are looking at its 
edge. That is because our sun, and its planets, 
including earth, are closer to the edge of the 
galaxy than its centre.  

The Milky Way is a vast spiral disk of stars 
and dust. The disk is 1,000 light years thick. 
It is 100,000 light years in diameter. We are 
28,000 light years from the galaxy centre. 
Traveling at 828,000 km per hour, it takes us 
230 million years to circle around the galaxy 
(no wonder we feel dizzy now and then). At 
the centre of the Milky Way is a black hole.

A black hole is mysterious, but not as myste-
rious as it first sounds. Black holes are formed, 
astronomers now believe, when a giant star 
implodes on itself. When the star collapses, 
the result is an object that has so much mass, 
and therefore so much gravity, that nothing 
can escape it, not even light. Since light cannot 
leave the object, it appears as a black hole.  

There are stars orbiting close to the black 
hole centre of the Milky Way. Once every 
100,000 years or so, one gets too close and 
is ripped apart by the black hole, feeding it! 
The movie, Interstellar, tries to depict what it 
might be like to approach a black hole – and 
why it might be best to keep your distance.

We now have some idea as to how many gal-
axies there are in the universe. That is because 
since the 1990s astronomers have been putting 
extremely powerful telescopes in orbit around 
the earth. Some of the objects we can now 
see are seven or eight billion light years away, 
and even further. The most distant one so far 
clocks in a 13.7 billion light years away. It is 

considered to be a galaxy and is called GI-z11. 
These telescopes have revealed that our uni-
verse contains somewhere between 500 billion 
and one trillion galaxies.  

One of the biblical poems, Psalm 19, reads 
this way.

The heavens are announcing the 
glory of God;

and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork.

Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares 
knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;

yet their voice goes out through all 
the earth,

and their words to the end of 
the world.

These lines are quoted in a book by Dennis 
Danielson. Called, The Book of the Cosmos 
(Helix/Perseus, 2000), the book is an edited 
collection of the way the universe has been 
conceptualized from the earliest civilizations 
to Stephen Hawking. Near the end of the book 
Smithsonian astronomer, Owen Gingerich, 
wonders if he can “prove” that God exists. 
Maybe not, he suggests. “But do the heavens 
declare the glory of God?” “I think so,” he con-
cludes (page 528).

Maybe you have a geeky interest in some 
kind of technology, an area of history, a par-
ticular sport, a profession, an area of human 
development, or artificial intelligence. Could 
it be that the thing or area which you are so 
very interested in has its own way of declar-
ing the glory of God?

The speed of light and glory of God

CREDIT: OLEH_SLOBODENIUK 

On a clear night, if you are not in the city, the chances are you will be able to see it. It appears like a 
moderately sized band of powdery looking starlight stretched across the sky.

Michael Veenema
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Nerds are never really phishing 
for compliments; they simply love 
what they do!  

Nerds have gone from once being 
bullied for having large glasses, 
braces, buck teeth, and high-waisted 
pants to today, where that “geek” 
appearance is a fashionable trend.   

The stereotypes and culture of 
nerds in the media has transitioned 
from unappealing to motivational 
and popular. In the past, we had 
Darwin, Einstein, Newton, Bill 
Gates, and now we have Jeff Bezos, 
Mark Zuckerberg, and Elon Musk.  

Typically, nerds are coined as aca-
demically driven, obsessive, socially 

uncoordinated, and unattractive.
The likelihood of a young person 

openly speaking about scientific the-
orists as being their role models and 
inspirations was incredibly low. But 
in recent times, younger generations 
are publicly comfortable with claim-
ing Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos and Mark 
Zuckerberg as their inspirations.   

There are a few factors that may 
have contributed to this shift in pop-
ularizing these intellectually driven 
personalities. I also admire Elon 
Musk and the variety of work that he 
does. He is an entrepreneur, inventor, 
and the wealthiest man living today. 
He’s constantly working with artifi-
cial intelligence to allow things to be 
safer for the environment and bene-
ficial to human-beings. While being 
the son of a well-known model, 

Maye Musk, he proceeded to estab-
lish his own niche and uniqueness. 

But aside from his work and 
beliefs, Musk has appeared on Joe 
Rogan’s podcast, social media net-
works, and Saturday Night Live. He 
has displayed a likeable and relatable 
personality on-screen. He appears 
relaxed and outgoing, an individual 
many people would enjoy socializing 
with, as opposed to some previously 
known inventors, who appeared less 
open in the media. These individuals 
also seemed to have strict and stern 
personalities, which were less like-
able and relatable. 

As well, today, educational insti-
tutions are promoting diversity 
in the science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics (STEM) 
disciplines. There are multiple 

grants, groups, and networking priv-
ileges for women to partake in these 
disciplines. 

In my personal experience, the 
importance of women in these fields 
is extremely crucial. For example, in 
one of my Architectural Technology 
classes, there were concerns about 
the designing of male and female 
public bathrooms. At the time of 
establishing the number of stalls 
and the lay-out, the engineers and 
building designers were male-dom-
inated. Both, men’s, and women’s 
bathrooms are equipped equally, in 
terms of the number of water closets. 

The study of a female’s biolog-
ical being, and the duration of her 
urination time is different than a 
male’s. Properties like these were 
not accounted for while designing 

and establishing water closets in 
public institutions. Hence, a key 
reason why there are larger line-ups 
for women’s bathrooms rather than 
in men’s. 

This indifference was a key topic 
in my class and a strong reason why 
my male professor really wanted 
more females to partake in studies 
like engineering, architecture, and 
interior designing. 

Everyone is intelligent, because 
there is a specific stream of intelli-
gence that suits them best. People 
who have discovered where their 
passion lies and which topics they’re 
willing to constantly research, are 
able to use their knowledge and 
skills to profit humanity. Today, 
nerds are able to use their hard work 
to help better the world. 

The evolution of the nerd

CREDIT: IAN INDIANO

The nerd has come a long way, from pencil-pushing punching bag to billionaire public figure.

Aisha Javaid
INTERROBANG

The 2021 Forest City Film Festi-
val is back and featuring in-person 
screenings. This year’s festival 
includes a youth film festival and 
a stellar lineup of industry events, 
panels, and workshops. There will 
also be a question-and-answer 
period with film and music leaders. 

The festival will run from Oct. 
19-30, and will screen movies with 
a southwestern Ontario connection 
in theatres, after being screened 
virtually last year. In a few weeks, 
everyone is invited to the Wolf Per-
formance Hall and Arts Project to 
celebrate film and connect with 
one another. 

“We have to carry on, we have 
to start to experience community 
again,” said executive director 
Dorothy Downs. “Cinema is best 

as a shared experience. The films 
themselves are wonderful and can 
certainly be enjoyed from home, 
but for those wanting to see a film 
on the big screen, with an audi-
ence, we are here for that.” 

The festival will show over 95 
films over the span of 11 days. 
The line-up features documenta-
ries and short films, but also, for 
the first time this year the cate-
gory for experimental film has 
been introduced. 

The annual company session 
has been rebranded as the Ontario 
Screen Creators Conference and 
will move to RBC Place London, 
formerly known as the London 
Conference Centre. 

The third Forest City Youth Film 
Festival will take place Oct. 21, 
with awards to be given out Oct. 
24, totaling over $7000 to be given 
to young film makers in the region.  

The Forest City Film Festival 

brings together the work of south-
western Ontario creators, for a 
juried competition that showcases 
short films, documentaries and 
short animations and short docu-
mentaries. The Forest City Film 
Festival presents a selection of 
Canadian Films each year. 

The festival also offers work-
shops, screenplay competitions 
and an opportunity for people 
to network with people in the 
profession. 

The festival will run with an 
online and onsite experience, 
offering a hybrid option with all 
the films being offered through 
online streaming for five days 
after the in-person event. To attend 
in person, you must follow the 
COVID-19 protocols and proof 
of vaccination will be required to 
access venues. 

For ticket and schedule informa-
tion visit ffcf.ca.

Forest City Film Festival returns 
for in-person screenings

CREDIT: OMAR ALVARADO 

A Q&A from a previous year with the cast and crew of the film Prey. 

Savannah Bisaillon 
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In an opening event filled with 
emotion, gratitude, drumming, and 
prayers, the Nshwaasnangong Child 
Care and Family Centre has opened 
its doors for First Nation, Métis, and 
Inuit Londoners.

Located at 449 Hill Street and 
operated through the Southwestern 
Ontario Aboriginal Health Access 
Centre (SOAHAC), Nshwaasnan-
gong will be able to offer 88 infants, 
toddlers, and preschool children by 
mid-October a safe space through 
EarlyON programming to focus on 
culturally relevant education rooted 
in language and spirit.

During the soft-opening event, 
SOAHAC Director Jan Martin 
shared the meaning and focus of 
the new centre.

“The name Nshwaasnangong 
means ‘place of the eighth star,’” 
said Martin. “The name was gifted 
to our centre in an Anishinaabe-
mowin naming ceremony and 
refers to the original eighth star in 
the Big Dipper that fell to the earth 
and became the Anishinaabe people. 
The name confers a great responsi-
bility for caring and sharing the gifts 
of the sky world including culture, 
teachings, and language, for chil-
dren and families who will attend 
the centre.”

In keeping with a focus of an 
Indigenous world-view, the centre 
was designed by Indigenous firm 
Two Row Architect Incorporated to 
replicate the shape of a turtle in con-
nection with all of the people living 
on Turtle Island.

The centre features a tiered, 
curved roof that is lower in spaces 
for children to reflect protection, 
and ring-shaped windows close to 
the ceiling for sunbeams to shine 
through. While designing the centre, 
everything created has been inten-
tional to aid Indigenous children 
in understanding and keeping with 
an Indigenous perspective through 
their growth and development.

A lush yard also surrounds 

the building, rich with grass and 
opportunity for children to gain 
hands-on knowledge of gardening 
and agriculture.

“It takes a large circle to raise 
and support our little ones, and our 
youth,” said Martin. “Together, our 
community envisions a creation of 
a beautiful, bright, and joyful place 
to honour and express our diverse 
identities as Indigenous people. 
We saw a place to rekindle our lan-
guage, honour the teachings of our 

ancestors, and live in a balance with 
Mother Earth.” 

Minister of Education Stephen 
Lecce expressed pride in the his-
toric London opening for the centre 
as the project is part of the govern-
ment’s ongoing commitment to 
Truth and Reconciliation for Indig-
enous people in addition to being 
an investment for early childhood 
education.

“The launch of the Nshwaasnan-
gong Child Care and Family Centre 

will provide quality and free pro-
grams for London families, as well 
as affordable licensed child care, 
that proudly reflect and celebrate 
Indigenous cultures,” said Lecce.

Lecce commemorated the proj-
ect, highlighting the importance the 
impact of the centre will have for 
Indigenous peoples.

“You, the taxpayers, invested 
over $5.8 million in capital fund-
ing towards the completion of this 
incredible project, in addition to the 

ongoing operating funding, to pro-
vide families and children with the 
high-quality opportunities that they 
deserve with respect to child care,” 
Lecce added.

For the first-of-its-kind Indig-
enous centre, a successful 60 per 
cent capacity has already been 
reached. Indigenous families who 
are interested are encouraged to 
apply through nshwaasnangong.
ca/waitlist.

Nshwaasnangong Centre opens its doors 
for Indigenous children and families

CREDIT: JESSICA GOULD 

Nshwaasnangong is the first-of-its-kind centre for London Indigenous children and families for culturally supported education programming through EarlyON.

Jessica Gould
INTERROBANG

It came as a shock on Sept. 14 when 
the world learned of the untimely 
passing of Norm MacDonald. He was 
61 when he succumbed to the leuke-
mia he had been fighting in secret for 
nine years.

Norm was always a polarizing 
comedian — you either loved his 
comedic stylings or hated them. In 
perhaps his most famous run as the 
Saturday Night Live news anchor for 
Weekend Update, Norm refused to 
shy away from hot button issues.

He hosted Weekend Update from 
1994 to 1997, often throwing in run-
ning and wildly offensive jokes, 
making him no stranger to splitting 
the audience.

Most notably, Norm Repeatedly 
lambasted OJ Simpson before, during, 
and after his trial. His refusal to cease 
making such jokes is the main reason 
he cites for his eventual firing from 
SNL. Despite being let go from SNL, 
he had carved out his niche and had 
an enthusiastic fan base helping him 
find success later down the line.

The types of jokes Norm told 
throughout his career changed as 
time progressed. While originally he 
was known for reacting quickly and 
making snappy hilarious gags, he’d 
later become known for his long dron-
ing jokes, where the funny part wasn’t 
really the punch-line, but rather every-
thing that preceded it.

While his comedic content may 
have changed, his delivery rarely 
did. Part of what made Norm so 
admired was his deadpan deliv-
ery and his nasally voice. He was a 
common fixture as a guest on late-
night talk shows.

He was most frequently on the 
several incarnations of the talk show 
that Conan O’Brien had, and on The 
Late Show with David Letterman. He 
became synonymous with both shows 
and Letterman once said, “If we could 
have, we would have had Norm on 
every damn week.” Norm would 
eventually be the final comedian to 
do a set on Letterman’s program.

Norm’s film and television career 
had some notable moments, as well as 
plenty of flops. He started his career 
in the early nineties writing for The 
Dennis Miller Show and Roseanne 

before being picked up by SNL for 
five years.

His first acting role was with his 
buddy Adam Sandler in Billy Mad-
ison (1995). Later, he’d find another 
side role in Dr. Dolittle (1998) and a 
starring role alongside real-life friend 
Artie Lange in Dirty Work (1998).

Within the world of comedy, Norm 
was a legend.  He was never the most 
popular comedian of his time, and 
although his roles as a performer often 
fell flat, the truth remains; few people 
on the planet have ever been as funny 
as Norm MacDonald.

Explaining what makes someone 
funny is a difficult task, it’s something 
almost intangible.

Perhaps the best way to exem-
plify this is by incorporating my own 
personal attitude towards Norm. 
Watching random Norm MacDon-
ald clips on YouTube was something 
I didn’t realize was so meaningful to 
me until recently. After a tough day, 
going home and watching Norm Mac-
Donald tell jokes instantly made me 
feel better, he was my happy place. 
There have been many times I’ve tried 
retelling Norm MacDonald jokes with 
little success. This always confused 

me because whenever Norm would 
tell the very same jokes, he’d bring 
audiences to their knees with laughter.

Now going back and watching the 
same clips I’ve realized, it wasn’t the 
jokes that made the audience laugh, it 
was Norm himself. The jokes didn’t 
make the man, it was the man who 
made the jokes, and that is something 
truly special.

Norm battled cancer for nine 
years and in a true act of bravery, 

he told nary a soul. Norm actu-
ally made a comment about cancer 
during one of his sets. He talked 
about how he didn’t really like 
the wording of ‘losing a battle to 
cancer’ and thought it was a bit 
stupid. After all, if you have cancer 
and die, the cancer dies with you. 
As Norm put it “That’s not a loss. 
That’s a draw.”

Norm MacDonald, you will be 
sorely missed.

Remembering Norm MacDonald

CREDIT: THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 

Norm MacDonald hosting Weekend Update on Saturday Night Live. 

Amichai Abraham
THE CORD



ACROSS
1. Store convenience, for short
4. Breach
7. Fail to see
11.  Length x width, for a 

rectangle
12. On the level
13. Big name in computers
15. In dire straits
17. Be in harmony
18. Picnic pest
19. Computer need
21. Antarctic cape
22. More, in Madrid
23. Church service
24. Do some cutting, maybe
27. Obese
28. In harmony
30. Computer info
33. Yin’s opposite
36. Errand runners
38. Board member, for short
39. Aunt or uncle (Abbr.)
40. Green shade
41. Panoramic view
43. Santa’s sackful
45. Clickable image
46. Some are precious
48. Tennis term
50. Persia, today
51. Like most hoopsters
53. Type of business
56. Computer acronym
58. Psychological injury
60. Reply to a captain
61. Bypass
64. Asian country
66. Wish to, informally
67. Scrape, as the knee
68. Calligrapher’s supply
69. Swann of the NFL
70. Superlative suffix
71. “Oh, no!”

DOWN
1. Hippodrome, e.g.
2. Exams
3. Detailed plan of action
4. Metric units
5. Common carriers
6. Contemporary
7. Hamm of soccer
8. Gerund maker
9. Like a good war plan
10. Caught in the act
11. Comic Sandler
12. Formal agreement
14. Quarterback Dawson
16. Mrs. Peel of “The Avengers”
20. Strong desire
25. Quick swim
26. Style of type
27. Relevant element
28. Not much to look at
29. Audition tape
30.  Actor Patel of  

“Slumdog Millionaire”

31. x, y or z
32. Evidence under oath
34. Song and dance, e.g.
35. Prefix with conservative
37. Japanese money
42. Upward: Prefix
44. Sockeye
47. Sockeye
49. Social group
51. Aquariums
52. Sit in on
53. Powerful beam
54. Pinocchio’s problem
55. Exemplars of twinship
56. Not cooked
57. Elliptical
59. Stand up
62. B & B
63. One of Alcott’s “Little Men”
65. UV index monitor

Puzzle rating: Hard
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 grid contains the 
digits 1 through 9. That means no number is repeated in any column, row or box.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

“All we have to decide is what to do with the  
time that is given to us.” — Gandalf

“
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15 12  3  16 15 12  16  2   23  1  10 25  25  6   15  6    
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16  2    9  16 13 12 26  25  6   20  2  
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   9  10 26 15 10  5   8 
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132657984
485391627
679284153
326718495
741965238
598423761
917836542
253149876
864572319
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THANKSGIVING

Stuffing
Gravy
Green beans
Cranberries
Salad

Mashed potatoes
Hal
Squash
Dinner rolls
Turkey

Pumpkin pie
Pecan pie
Apple pie
Corn

© thewordsearch.com
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Horoscopes

This is really happening? This is really happening.

Ok. Cases are 
relatively 
stable . . . 

No new 
restrictions for 

Vaccinated 
individuals . . .

Wait, does this mean . . . 
are we really . . . For real 

after all this time?

I think so, I think 
we’re really . . . . . . I think we’re really 

going LARPing this 
weekend, with COVID-19 

protocols!

Aries
Keep your head down and be on the look-
out for something that requires your skill 
set and experience. Stay in touch with 
people who share common interests 
and concerns, and you will get wind of 
a project that sparks your imagination. A 
chance to partner with someone who has 
as much to offer in return will transpire. 
Take the initiative and start a dialogue, 
and you’ll find out if it’s possible to make 
headway. Prepare to act fast once you get 
the go-ahead. Don’t let emotional inter-
ference ruin an opportunity.

Taurus
A change of plans may disappoint you, 
but before you reveal your thoughts or 
feelings, consider making a positive 
adjustment that will satisfy your needs. 
Giving away too much personal informa-
tion will weaken your position. Look for 
the best way to use your skills and you’ll 
discover you have more to offer than you 
realize. Reevaluate a friendship that leads 
you in a direction that isn’t healthy. Walk 
away from temptation and indulgence 
and toward physical fitness and a moder-
ate lifestyle. Expect to have a faceoff with 
someone prominent in your life. 

Gemini
Channel your energy into something that 
matters. Structure and common sense 
will ward off getting involved in someone 
else’s emotional madness. Don’t waste 
valuable time on something irrelevant to 
what you are trying so hard to achieve. 
Align yourself with people trying to reach 
similar goals and you’ll feed off one an-
other. What you accomplish through 
expanding your outlook and long-term 
goals will also play into better relation-
ships with people who are instrumental 
in helping you excel. Expect interference 
and setbacks.

Cancer
Use your imagination and you’ll get 
ahead. Change the way you run your 
home. Revamp your spending habits. 
Being romantic, socializing and taking 
better care of your physical appearance 
are favoured. Refuse to let your emotions 
lead to an argument. Make personal ad-
justments that will ease stress and keep 
you from getting into a combative po-
sition with someone who can influence 
your reputation. Choose peace and love 
over discord. Embrace change and you 
will be happy with the progress you make. 
Sport a new look, get into a fitness routine 
and make romance a priority.

Leo
Look at the possibilities and start rear-
ranging your living space to suit the 
projects you want to pursue. Be creative, 
use your imagination and find new ways 
to put your attributes to good use. Take 
responsibility and start doing the things 
that make you happy. It’s your life to en-
joy, and if you don’t follow your heart, 
you’ll have only yourself to blame. Pursue 
what makes you feel alive, and set pri-
orities to ensure you satisfy your needs. 
Address issues head-on, and advocate 
on your behalf. Let go of the past and 
anything holding you back, and move 
forward with enthusiasm.

Virgo
Spice up your life. Expand your interests 
and embrace love; you’ll feel free and 
energized. It’s up to you to make the de-
cisions that ensure your happiness. Don’t 
limit yourself by being critical or negative. 
Pay closer attention to money. Pave the 
way to a brighter future by paying at-
tention to detail. You’ll avoid emotional 
setbacks if you know everything is updat-
ed and at your fingertips. Get physical. 
Engage in activities that get your heart 
pumping. Live, laugh and be happy, and 
everything else will fall into place. 

Libra
Do the work yourself if you want things 
done your way. An improvement at home 
will give insight into alternative lifestyles 
and what you can do to improve your re-
lationships. Talks will lead to solutions. 
Express yourself and follow through. Once 
you make up your mind, nothing will 
stand in your way. Get off the fence and 
sprint to the finish line. Don’t let anger 
set in when action is what’s required. Be 
careful where you put your cash or what 
you purchase. An impulsive decision will 
disappoint you. Protect your health, and 
exercise moderation and common sense.

Scorpio
Keep life simple. A reasonable approach 
and timeline to what you want to achieve 
will leave room for innovative ideas to 
sprout and new and exciting adjustments 
to be put in place. Choose to be creative 
and to follow your heart. Refuse to let 
someone drive you to distraction. Stay fo-
cused on what’s important to you, and you 
won’t fall short of your expectations. If you 
plan to tie up loose ends, you’ll require dis-
cipline. You’ll swing back and forth when 
dealing with sentimental situations. Trying 
to let go of things you’ve been hanging on 
to will be difficult but necessary.

Sagittarius
Size up situations quickly and distance 
yourself from anyone playing games. 
Protect your reputation and challenge 
anyone who meddles or gets in your 
way. You’ll accomplish the most while in 
familiar settings that give you space and 
inclination to forge ahead with an open 
mind and clear idea of what it is you want. 
Make yourself heard, and don’t back 
down if someone tries to take over. You 
can’t change the way someone feels but 
you can set guidelines to protect yourself 
from those who don’t share your beliefs 
and takes chances that jeopardize your 
health and well-being.

Capricorn
Live and learn. Whatever you participate 
in will be a learning experience that will 
spark your imagination and help you 
push forward. Refuse to get hung up on 
something you cannot change when a 
positive move forward is required. Emo-
tions will skyrocket if you are too open 
about how you feel or what you intend 
to do. Take a step back and put all your 
ducks in a row before you start sharing 
with others. It will be simpler to make a 
change than anticipated. Choose the path 
that makes you happy, and don’t let what 
others do stand in your way.

Aquarius
Don’t let hesitation be your downfall when 
it’s time to make a move. Trust your intu-
ition and your ability to assess situations, 
then act. Take care of unfinished business. 
What you accomplish will set the mood for 
what’s to follow. You can resolve a money 
matter or an investment put in place. Re-
fuse to let what others do sway you in the 
wrong direction. Don’t take a physical risk 
that might end in ill health or injury. Situ-
ations will escalate if you lack moderation 
or let your emotions take over. Don’t let 
temptation be your downfall.

Pisces 
Engage in activities or events that are 
conducive to meeting someone new or 
bringing you closer to someone you love. 
Working toward better relationships will 
help to stabilize your life and your emo-
tional well-being. Romance is on the rise. 
Keep a low profile and be secretive about 
what you are doing. Doing something to 
surprise someone you love will put you in 
a positive mindset and encourage a life-
style change that you can enjoy together. 
Don’t hesitate to act, and you’ll get the 
results and the help you need to put your 
plans in motion. 

By Dylan Charette
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After a one-year hiatus, the Fan-
shawe Falcons were back in action 
with soccer and baseball Sept. 18 and 
19, and the athletes couldn’t be more 
excited to be back on the field. The 
men’s and women’s soccer teams trav-
elled to St. Clair College on Friday, 
Sept. 17 and came out of the gate 
with a win and a draw respectively. 
The men’s team won their match 1-0 
with the lone goal coming from Jalen 
Loague. The women’s team got out to 
a great start with a tally from Kayla 
McQueen only two minutes into the 
game, but saw their win slip away 
when St. Clair scored on a penalty 
kick in the 76th minute. Overall, a 
solid start to the season.

The men’s baseball team played in 
two double-headers on opening week-
end and came out 1-3 with their first 
win of the season coming on the road 
against Durham, 7-4. Starting pitcher 
Caleb Burleigh threw two innings with 

zero earned runs while getting support 
from leadoff hitter and shortstop Mac-
guire Gordon who chipped in three 
hits, an RBI and a stolen base. 

The women’s softball team began 
their season with a bang by disman-
tling Mohawk 11-1. Centre fielder 
Kennedi Roth hit three triples and 
starting pitcher Morgan Lowry tossed 
11 strikeouts in that game to lead the 
Falcons to a 1-0 record. After drop-
ping the next two contests by three 
runs combined, the ladies bounced 
back with a record-breaking 22-6 win 
over Seneca. Paige Askew now holds 
the Fanshawe softball record for RBIs 
in one game with six runs batted in. 
Marandee Hunter and Sara Read-
ing also had big games with four hits 
apiece. After a solid weekend, third-
year player Kennedi Roth described 
what it was like to get back to doing 
what she loves, even if things are a 
little different this year.

“It’s been so long since I’ve got 
to play Fanshawe ball, so I’m very 
excited to be back playing again,” 
said Roth. “There’s a lot of protocols 

in place, so things aren’t exactly the 
same. We don’t get change rooms, we 
have assigned seating on the buses… 
we have to wear masks in the dugout, 
we don’t get water jugs.”

The vibe around the school is dif-
ferent this year and there’s definitely 
more energy — if not only because 
there are way more people around 
— because with sports returning, so 
is school spirit. Roth also explained 
how sports affects school spirit and 
vice-versa how school spirit affects 
her play.

“[Fanshawe] works hard so that the 
teams can have a good name for them-
selves so people will just want to come 
to Fanshawe… I think that’s a huge 
part of how athletics has an impact 
on school spirit,” she said. “If your 
teams are doing well, people are going 
to want to come out and be a part of 
it. They’re going to want to go to the 
crowd, they’re going to want to cheer 
and they’re going to be in the school, 
they’re going to see other events going 
on... and it’s just a really good way of 
promoting the school.” 

On the other hand, “you can obvi-
ously notice the difference if there’s 
fans and the crowd is loud, there’s 
school spirit, the mascot’s there, you 
got your walk-up song, your name is 
being announced. That gets you hyped 

up and ready to go and your adrenaline 
is pumping. It makes things a lot more 
fun and exciting.”

Ultimately, school sports act as a step 
towards normal life while also giving 
the school something to cheer for. 

Fanshawe softball returns in style on opening weekend

CREDIT: MATT HISCOX 

Paige Askew gave a record-setting performance with six RBIs against Seneca during 
opening weekend in a 22-6 win for the Falcons.

Brad Kraemer
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Even as the colder months 
approach, there is still time to get out 
and enjoy some of the natural beauty 
London has to offer. There are a few 
hiking trails in London that allow you 
to get outside and enjoy nature at a 
safe social distance. 

London has some of the best 
attractions and trails to see. There 
are a number of trails to explore and 
with the app AllTrails, it makes find-
ing trails near you a lot easier. With 
AllTrails, you can find all the trails 
listed in your area,  how deep the trek 
is, and how many estimated hours the 
trail will take you to complete.

Some of the most visited trails in 
London include the Fanshawe Con-
servation Area, Kilally Meadows and 
Longwoods Conservation Area. One 
of my personal favourites is Kilally 
Meadows. The trail itself is abso-
lutely beautiful and is about a 7.5 
km hike. When first entering the trail, 
I saw a beautiful bridge looking over 
a watered area.

The scenery is absolutely breath-
taking and each part of the trail is a 
great photo opportunity. The layout 
of the trail makes it easy for you 
to keep a safe social distance from 
everyone else as there are multiple 
paths to follow.

With the scenery and the sound 
of animals in nature, it is definitely 
a mindfulness experience. Words 
cannot describe how beautiful the 
great outdoors really is.

Sometimes as humans we forget to 
take time to go exploring, especially 
now in these unprecedented times. It 
is important to get out and get some 
fresh air. I have been in London for 
three years now and I am just learn-
ing about places to see.

With the app AllTrails, you are 
able to find the perfect trail for your 
preferred activity. The app gives you 
the best recommendations for hiking, 
mountain biking, trail running and 
more. Kilally Meadows is perfect 
for hiking if you are not into any of 
those activities.

Just taking time to explore what 
the city has to offer and getting out-
side to enjoy the outdoors is amazing. 
Nowadays we spend a lot of time 
working in front of a screen and don’t 

really get enough time to get out and 
explore, but knowing there are trails 
to visit will change that.

If you are a nature lover, I highly 
recommend going out and checking 
out some of these trails and conser-
vation areas. The sites are absolutely 
breathtaking. Bring some water or 

pack a nice little picnic and just get 
outside and enjoy the sunshine.

As the warm weather hangs 
around, I am so excited to get out 
more and explore more trails, now 
that I know there are many trails and 
conservation areas that I can go to. 
The app AllTrails even gives you full 

details about the trail you are hiking 
on. The app has a map, the weather, 
and photos of the trails before you go 
exploring. AllTrails makes planning 
your hike a whole lot easier. Now that 
I know of the app, I am excited to 
start using it more often to plan out 
my hikes. Overall London has some 

exceptional sites to see.
If you are a person who enjoys 

physical activity or even a person 
who just likes a great photo opportu-
nity, there is a trail for everyone. Grab 
your friends or just go on your own 
and explore what the city has to offer. 
Just let yourself be one in nature.

Discover London’s best trails

CREDIT: SAVANNAH BISAILLON 

The Kilally Meadows trails are just some of the many outdoor trails London has to offer.

Savannah Bisaillon
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